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Alliance Trust 


INVESTING FOR GENERATIONS 


ARE YOU 
PART OF 
THE 71%? 


Only a third of us feel confident 
that we’re patient enough. 


71% of us wish we were more patient in at least one 
aspect of our lives. But far from being a virtue, patience 
has real-world value, too. Our research shows that those 
who consider themselves patient have over 1.5 times 


more in investments than impulsive investors.' 


We've found that investors who remained invested 
through the ups and downs could have built up a 
Patience Pot worth as much as £192k over 30 years.” e 


So if you want to make the most of your investments, 
it could pay to choose an investment trust that truly 
understands the value of patience. 


Find out why now is the right time to start 
profiting from patience with Alliance Trust. 


alliancetrust.co.uk/patience 


1. Alliance Trust conducted a survey via Opinium Research, January 2022. 
2. The Profit from Patience Report, Alliance Trust, September 2022/alliancetrust.co.uk/patience 


When investing, your capital is at risk. The value of your investment may rise or fall as a result of market 

fluctuations and you might get back less than you invested. TWIM is the authorised Alternative Investment 

Fund Manager of Alliance Trust PLC. TWIM is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. " he ‘ 
ks 


Alliance Trust PLC is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is registered in Scotland No $C1731. 
Registered office: River Court, 5 West Victoria Dock Road, Dundee DD1 3UT. Alliance Trust PLC is not 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and gives no financial or investment advice. 


Welcome 


he month of March is one of welcome transition, from 
the tired, drab winter garden garb of brown and grey to 
the hopeful green shoots and buds of early spring. If you 
are very lucky, very clever, and were very good at planning 
and planting last year, you may also get to enjoy explosions of 
colourful blooms around now. Planting designer James Hitchmough 
found a way to get not just a summer peak in his suburban Sheffield 
garden but a magical spring flush too, with a layer of bright 
and brilliant bulbs and self-seeders set in under his later-flowering 
layer (page 54). It’s an achievable idea for any size of garden. 
In this issue, we have plenty more March plant inspiration, 
with a focus on Chaenomeles (page 46) and top seasonal 
picks from the head gardener at Beth Chatto’ Plants & Gardens, 
Asa Gregers-Warg (page 24), and we meet growers with true 
passion for crocuses (page 72) and camellias (page 84). There's a 
sneak peek at some of master plantsman Piet Oudolf’s most 
recent projects (page 64) and insight into designer Andy 
Sturgeon’s transformation of a sloping country garden (page 96). 
We also take a look at three projects that explore gaps in the 
gardening experience with innovations that are looking ahead 
and helping build new growing communities (page 78). 
And on the topic of the future of gardening, make sure you 
book your ticket for our 30th anniversary live event on Thursday, 
23 March, featuring illuminating 
conversations on how gardens and 
gardening have evolved over the past 
three decades, and what is in store in the 
next three, with designers Dan Pearson 
and ‘Tom Massey, and grower and author 
Claire Ratinon (page 12). 


Cre puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


cree Scan here or visit our website 
to discover lots more spring 
garden ideas and design and 
planting inspiration 


. Bringing colour to 


early spring, the 
bright blooms of 
Chaenomeles 
speciosa ‘Scarlet 
Storm’ page 46. 


Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
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Some of Inchbald’s star graduates 


Luciano Giubbilei, Marcus Barnett, Kamelia Bin Zaal, Philip Nixon, Angus Thompson, Jonathan Snow 


Inchbald 
where budding 
garden designers 
flourish 


Many leading garden designers 
were at Inchbald and help our 
current graduates with their careers 


Inchbald is one of the most established 
garden design schools in the world. For over 
50 years we have been creating successful 
design careers. 


So many of the world’s leading designers are 
Inchbald graduates. They have all benefited 
from the high standard of tutoring on which 
the school’s reputation is built. 


Now they help our current students on 
their pathway to success by offering advice, 
internships and frequently employment. 


Find out more visit inchbald.co.uk today. 


n campus and online full time and part time courses inchbald 


ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7730 5508 | sardens@inchbald. co.uk! | |inchbald.co.uk’ rf © 
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take out a digital 
subscription to 
Gardens Illustrated 


SEE PAGE 34 


COVER IMAGE 


James Hitchmough’s garden 
by Richard Bloom (page 54) 


ON THE COVER 


Spring forward, page 54 
Seasonal stars, pages 24, 
46, 72 and 84 

Piet Oudolf, page 64 
The big idea, page 78 
Andy Sturgeon, page 96 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


+ Book your place on our 
four-day garden tour of the 
some of the best gardens in 

the Netherlands — page 10 

+ Join us for a special evening to 
celebrate 30 years of Gardens 
Illustrated, in the company 

of Dan Pearson, Claire Ratinon 
and Tom Massey — page 12 

* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 34 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 
This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 


wet knees - 


Gardening trousers with 
integrated kneepads 


ww.genus.gs 


CALL US ON 0203 617 1166 


Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal 
Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


Contributors 


Claire Harrup Tom Attwood Annie Gatti 
Claire has illustrated Tom visits an Annie considers James 
Benjamin Popes year extraordinary Hitchmough’ spring 


garden, page 54. 
‘James's spring 
planting is such 
an inspiration to 
experiment with 
clump-forming plants 
and self-seeders.” 


of columns, page 30. suburban garden 
“It’s been a pleasure on the outskirts of 
illustrating Benjamin’s Lancaster, page 36. 
words, recording the “The strength of 
passing seasons and all design and abundant 
the variety a garden planting is 
can bring.” an education.” 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


James Basson 
James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
specialising in low-maintenance and dry gardens. He is a fervent advocate 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best in Show in 2017. 


Fergus Garrett 
Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
programmes at Dixter and worldwide lectures. He was awarded an RHS 
Associate of Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


Anna Pavord 
Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent's gardening 
correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


Dan Pearson 
Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers, familiar to many 
through his gardening columns in the Observer magazine. Eight of his 
gardens, including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards 
and he was awarded Best in Show for his garden at Chelsea in 2015. 


Sarah Price 
Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who gained 
worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic 
Park. She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012 and 2018, and was GMG Garden 
Columnist of the Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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Editorial enquiries 
+44 (0)117 300 8622|gardens@gardensillustrated.com] 
Gardens Illustrated, Our Media Ltd (an Immediate Group Company), 
Eagle House, Bristol BS1 4ST. 


Syndication & Licensing 
Gardens Illustrated is available for licensing and syndication. 


+44 (0)117 300 8787 emma.brunt@ourmedia.co.uk} 


App support 
For App support please visitfapps immediate-conuk/suppor 
We abide by IPSO’s rules and regulations. To give feedback about our magazines, please visit 


email] editorialcomplaints@immediate.co.uklor write to Katherine Conlon, 
Our Media Ltd (an Immediate Group Company), Eagle House, Bristol BS1 4ST. 
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Design: Katé Mackay Roberts 
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GARDEN DESIGN 
TRAINING FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


Find out more about our inspirational 
design training at Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, RHS Garden Wisley 


and online. 


Design: Harry Holding 


Our Diploma and other professional 
development programmes are delivered 
from our home in Royal Botanic Gardens 
Kew with a real-time, online option for 
those wishing to study with us from 
home. In 2023 we also have an 
expanded short course programme for 
professionals and garden enthusiasts at 
all our training centres and online. 


Visit our website}legd.org.uk|to see how 


our students are creating successful 
garden design careers and discover a 


course that is right for you. 


LONDON 
COLLEGE 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


+44 (0)1483 762955 |info@lcgd.org.u 
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Tour host Keith Wiley was head gardener for 14 years at 

The Garden House, a ten-acre garden on the edge of 
Dartmoor, before moving to his garden, Wildside, where 
he has created one of Britain's most innovative gardens. 


Join expert Keith Wiley ona five-day garden tour 
to explore the gardens of some of the leading 
names in Dutch horticulture and garden design 


he Netherlands is famous for horticultural excellence 
and innovations at the forefront of garden design 

with the likes of internationally renowned Piet Oudolf 
(see page 64), Jacqueline van der Kloet and Robert 
Broekema as contemporary names leading the way. 

The tour starts with visits to Oudolf-designed gardens at the 
Singer Laren museum of Modernist art, including the recently 
planted sculpture garden, and De Vlinderhof in Maximapark, where 
more than 100 types of plant create a haven for people and pollinators. 

Further visits explore some of the sources of inspiration for today’s 
designers, such as the gardens of the late Mien Ruys, considered to 
be one of the most influential garden architects of the 20th century, 
and the magnificent, restored 17th-century grounds of the former 
royal residence Paleis Het Loo. 

In Amsterdam we enjoy a tour of Museum Van Loon, a 17th- 
century canal house with a fine contemporary garden, along with a 
visit to the private garden of designer Jacqueline van der Kloet. 
Your hotels are the country house Kasteel Engelenburg in Brummen, 
and boutique hotel The Dylan in Amsterdam. 
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EVENT DETAILS 


Price per person, based on two people sharing, is £4,440 
(a single supplement of £350 is levied by the hotel). 


The price includes return flights from London to Amsterdam, two 
nights bed and breakfast at Kasteel Engelenburg and two nights bed 
and breakfast at The Dylan, plus four evening meals with wine at the 
hotels, and five lunches. Please note that Boxwood Tours uses hotels 
of character featuring a variety of rooms and styles. The price does 
not include extras at the hotels, or travel insurance. For more details 
and for an in-depth itinerary with details of day-to-day visits, meals, 
etc, please contact Boxwood Tours. 


FOR INFORMATION AND 
BOOKING, PLEASE CONTACT 


Boxwood Tours, 1 West Street, Buckingham HK18 1HL, UK. 
Tel +44 (0)1341 241717. Email|mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Website[boxwoodtours.co.uk 


The tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of Gardens 
Illustrated by Boxwood Tours Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist 
garden tour company set up in 1990. Please note that itineraries may 
be subject to change for reasons beyond Gardens Illustrated's 
control. The tour is financially protected by the ATOL scheme. 

Please see booking conditions for further information or for more 
information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go 
to:jarenatravel.com/why-arena/financial-protection 
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swimming ponds 


Now is the perfect time to plan your natural swimming pond. See 


“The grandchildren love it. We’ve had inflatable canoes, 
paddleboards, parties, pretty much everything you 
would hope a family would do. Also we find the kids 
learn to swim much earlier — they don’t feel the cold. 
It’s a pleasure to watch them play in it.” 


Neale and Denise Pybus — East Sussex 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EF 


0207183 3333 


Our gardens: 


To celebrate 30 years of Gardens Illustrated, join us for 
a special evening of conversation and insight with some of 
the leading lights of modern horticulture and garden design 


Our 30th anniver. sary event will feature a live panel 


discussion, hosted by Gardens Illustrated editor Stephanie Mahon, looking at the 
ways our gardens and gardening have changed over the past three decades, the Date Thursday 23 
most pressing issues we face now and what the future of horticulture may hold. M a rch 2023, 7pm 


Our J anel Attend in person 


at Eagle House 


most-lauded landscape designers, who has been creating 
beautiful, naturalistic spaces since 1987. His projects include 
the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan and Lowther Castle in 
Cumbria. He is a contributing editor of Gardens Illustrated and 
writes, lectures and broadcasts regularly. His 2015 show garden 
for Chatsworth and Laurent-Perrier was awarded a Gold Medal 
and Best Show Garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 


Clair e Ratinon is an organic food grower, 


author, speaker and radio presenter. She worked in TV 
production before changing career to grow produce for 
restaurants and give workshops to school children and 
community groups. Her book Unearthed: On Race and Roots, 
and How the Soil Taught Me I Belong was published in June 
2022, and her pamphlet Horticultural Appropriation: Why 
Horticulture Needs Decolonising was published in April 2021. 


Tom Massey studied at the London College of 


Garden Design before founding his studio in 2015. He has created 
several award-winning show gardens including the Yeo Valley 
Organic Garden for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2021, which 
won Gold and the BBC People’s Choice Award. He is creating a 
new design for the 2023 show for the Royal Entomological Society. 
His first book, RHS Resilient Garden: Sustainable Gardening for 

a Changing Climate, will be released in April. 


Scan to book or visit our website 


gardensillustrated.com/gardens-illustrated-events/ 


greenhous es7 


SS. 


~~ 


a 
" 4 : ki: | | | 3 Dusctanding Dually 
: 4 | : ies ae ile ) yar a | Customer Care 


“THE GREAT BRITISH RHINO ad 


| } q » nade vs (roa DCO" = 
Britains Dost loved (sreorhouse “A 4 


__ Come rain or shine; gales or snow, with 
a Rhino in your garden you can relax; ~~ 
= knowing your-plants are-safely protected 
= by-the strength of our market leading 
— -gtéenhouses. We-can't guarantee the 
weather. But we do guarantee the life 
~of a Rhino for 25 years. 


rhinogreenhouses.co.uk 
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Wild things 


This month the Wildlife Trust and the Royal Horticultural Society launch their annual Wild About Gardens campaign, to 
encourage us all to support the nature in our gardens. This year the spotlight is on lawns, and on the flora and fauna 
they can support. Low-growing wildflowers, such as speedwells, clovers, dandelions, primroses and selfheal, can blend 
beautifully into mown lawns, and are all pollinator favourites, while taller plants, such as knapweeds, can be introduced 
to patches of longer grass. Lawns help combat climate change, lowering garden temperatures, and can help to reduce 
flash flooding by allowing rainwater to soak into the ground, so with an estimated 24 million gardens in the UK, 
choosing to breathe life into our lawns could make a big difference |wildaboutgardens.org.uk 
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Herbal medicine 


: q : ; ; The revitalised medieval herb garden at Bolton Castle in 
COMPILED BY, a 4 7 z _ an Wensleydale offers an intriguing glimpse of herbal history. 

4 Pi : a Gardener Elizabeth Carter spent five years researching the herbs 
that would have featured in a physic garden when the castle was 
built in the 14th century, and has added more than 100 different 
types of plants. Arranged in themed borders that include ‘Poisons 
and Plague’ and ‘Magic and Myth’ plants include eyebright 
(Euphrasia officinalis), used in the Middle Ages as an eyewash, 
and the soporific poison mandrake (Mandragora officinarum). 
Open from 18 March, admission £5.|boltoncastle.co.uk 
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Spreading the word 


It will come as no surprise to most gardeners that gardening is good 
for your mental health. Increasingly, health professionals are also 
recognising the huge benefits it can have on their patients’ wellbeing 


but aren't always aware of organisations that can help. Now Richard Made from raw, washed 
Claxton, a GP in Kent, who is also a trained garden designer, has “ 
compiled the gardening4health directory, which lists social and wool, Wool Pot pots are 
therapeutic gardening organisations across the UK. Alongside hundreds a strong and sustainable 
of small, local projects, the extensive directory also includes details of ; : 
nationwide organisations, such as Thrive, a charity that in addition to alternative to plastic 
helping bring positive change to those such as Randall (below) who are plant pots that are fully 
struggling with disability and ill health, also offers training in the new ; 4 
field of social and therapeutic horticulture] gardening4health.co.uk biodegr adable. Prices 
start at £7.99 for a pack 
of ten pots, and Gardens 
Illustrated readers can 
enjoy a 10 per cent 
discount on all online 
purchases using the code 
woolpots10 before 
30 April 2023. 
wool-pots.co.uk 
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JELITTO 


Fresh 
thinking 


Anew bergenia from German 
seed supplier Jelitto is set to 
bring a fresh new look to 
spring borders. Bergenia 
cordifolia ‘Snowtime’ has 
pure-white flowers that 
appear early, from March 
through to May, and unlike 
the flowers of some white 
bergenias won't fade to pink. 
It will also repeat flower in 
autumn with the same white 
flowers. With large, glossy 
green leaves, the hardy plants 
grow to around 45cm and 
thrive in well-drained soil in 
full to part sun. A pack of 
seeds, enough for 50 plants, 
costs £7.80) jelitto.com 


A: 
Splash out 


Perfect for keeping your 
feet cosy while you're 
working in the garden or 
while heading out with the 
dog on a rainy-day walk, 
Ariat's Kelmarsh range of 
wellington boots now comes 
in mid-calf length. Available 
in three colourways, the 
sturdy wellies combine 

a vulcanised rubber 

upper, an all-day cushioned 
insole, and an easy 

kick-off heel. Prices start 

at £100]ariat.com 


Laying down roots 


Nurturing a love of growing in young 
children gets a helping hand this spring 
with the publication of the No Dig Children's 
Gardening Book by no-dig guru Charles 
Dowding. Beautifully illustrated by Kristyna 
Litten, the book features a series of step-by- 
step guides to fun gardening projects that 
are perfect for adults and children to do 
together. Providing plenty of advice on 
subjects such as how to create a small 
vegetable bed and look after wildlife, it’s 
published by Welbeck and priced at £12.99 
from bookshops and|charlesdowding.co.uk 
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GARDEN... 


STRING LINES 


SIMPLE 
Hawkesbury Garden Line, 
£10, Garden Trading, 
01993 845559] gardentrading.co.uk 


RUSTIC 
Fallen Fruits Garden Row Marker, 
£20, Farrar & Tanner, 
farrar-tanner.co.uk 


OLD SCHOOL 
Antiqued Garden Line, 
£24.95, The Worm That Turned, 
0345 605 2505|worm.co.uk 
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DIG IN EVENTS 


DIARY: MARCH 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND ANNIE GATTI 


@ A Love of Flowers 

Discover the wonderful botanical watercolour paintings of Margaret J Betts, 

in this exhibition of her work at Dawyck Botanic Garden in the Scottish Borders. 
Until 7 May. 10am-4pm. Admission included in garden entry of £7.20. Dawyck 
Botanic Garden, Stobo, Peebles EH45 9JU. Tel 01721 760254 [rbge.org.uk] 

@ Gardening in the Dolfor Hills 

In this online talk for the National Garden Scheme, Dr Wolfgang Schaefer will explain 
how he has created his beautiful garden, Cwm Weeg, at Dolfor in Powys, which features 
various terraces, fountains, a grotto, and stumpery. 7 March, 7-8.30pm. £10 [ngs.org-uk] 
© Designing for a Small Garden 

Join Kate Gould, the RHS Chelsea Flower Show multi Gold-medal winner, on this 
two-day course that will explain how to deliver maximum impact in a small space. 

7 March and 28 March, 10.30am-4pm, £195 including a light lunch. RHS Garden 
Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 01483 224234 icgd.org.uk] 

@ Creative Staking 

Join expert gardeners Max Crisfield and Henry Macaulay for this practical afternoon 
workshop that will demonstrate some of the many creative ways in which you can 
stake your herbaceous plants. You'll also take home your own structure made using 
birch and hazel. 9 March, 1.30-4.30pm. £100. The Garden House, 5 Warleigh Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 4NT. Tel 07788 668595 |thegardenhouse.org.uk] 

© Dazzling Daffodils at Hever Castle 

Enjoy the display of more than 70,000 daffodils in the knowledgeable company of head 
gardener Neil Miller and daffodil expert Johnny Walkers on one of the twice-daily tours. 
13-17 March, 11.30am and 2pm. Included in garden entry of £17.15. Hever Castle & Gardens, 
Hever Road, Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG. Tel 01732 865224[hevercastle.co.uk] 

@ Rare Plant Fair 

Browse unusual plants from a range of specialist growers, including Hilltop 

Plants, Avon Bulbs and Potterton’s Nursery, and explore 14 acres of gardens at 

The Bishop's Palace in Wells. 19 March, 10am-4pm. £8. The Bishop's Palace, Wells, 
Somerset BA5 2PD. Tel 01749 988111] rareplantfair.co.uk| 

@ Coastal Gardens with Mark Laurence 

Discover how to overcome the challenges of a coastal garden, and make the most of the 
opportunities that an often milder climate can offer, in this online lecture by designer 
Mark Laurence for Garden Masterclass. 21 March, 6-7pm. £24 [gardenmasterclass.org] 
© Private & Public: Finding the Modern British Garden 

Explore the relationship between art and the garden in this new exhibition at 

the Garden Museum, which brings together paintings of gardens and public green 
spaces by British artists during the interwar period. From intimate portraits of 
private garden havens, such as Evelyn Dunbar’s greenhouse (pictured below right), 
to depictions of picnics and parties in public parks, it includes works by a wide range 
of artists, including Eric Ravilious, Charles Mahoney and Ithell Colquhoun. 

22 March — 4 June, 10am-5pm. £14. Garden Museum, Lambeth Palace Road, 

London SE17LB. Tel 020 7401 8865[gardenmuseum.org.uk] 

© Botanical Art with Metal 

Learn how to create botanical artwork from metal in this hands-on workshop 

at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Tutor Jess Wheeler will show you how 

to transform recycled sheet brass and wire into delicate everlasting florals. 

27 March, 10.30am-12.30pm. £90. Nash Conservatory, Kew Gardens, Kew, 
Richmond, London TW9 3AE. Tel 020 8332 5655 [kew.org] 

® Natural Impressions — Lino-Printing Inspired by Nature 

Join designer and crafter Wendy Darby for a one-day lino-printing workshop that will 
cover cutting and inking techniques at the Pitfield Barn Cut Flower Farm site of Juliet 
Sargeant’s Sussex Garden School. The day includes refreshments, lunch and a tour 
of the flower farm. 29 March, 10am-3.30pm. £106. Pitfield Barn Cut Flower Farm, 
Chalkers Lane, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex BN6 OLR [sussexgardenschool.com| 


All information is correct at time of going to press, but may be subject to change. 
Tickets for events may be limited and may have to be booked in advance. 


EVELYN DUNBAR 
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VIKKI RIMMER 


NEW EXFOLIATING TONIC 


ULTRA-SMOOTH, 
GLOWING SKIN IN 
SO SECONDS 


Skin feels resurfaced without irritation 


LIZ EARLE Brighten 
v si | 


ACEROLA CHERRY 


SMOOTH & GLOW™ 


Exfoliating Tonic 


Som Beth sy. Transforms texture & minimises the VEN WG pa 
look of pores for brighter skin 
—_ 


PRICKLY PEAR SEA BUCKTHORN 


oA EFFECTIVE * ETHICAL * KIND 


ATURALLY ACTIVE INGREDIENTS 
Prickly pear, acerola cherry and sea buckthorn 


With powerful, antioxidant-rich 

wwe botanicals, Liz Earle Beauty’s 
with multi-benefit toner leaves 

skin feeling resurfaced, evens 

2 2 the appearance of skin tone 

and hydrates to leave your x 

* complexion looking energised. ~~ 


CRUELTY FREE 


200 ml © 6.7 Fl. Oz. 


www.lizearle.com 


LIZ EARLE 


INTERNATIONAL 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KITTED OUT 


Plan ahead to use water wisely this year 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


1. Galvanised Steel Water Butt, 1OOL, £250, 01993 845559, Bardentrading.co.UK 2. Garden Glory Hose Wall Hanger, black swan, £56.98, 020 7692 4001, 
madeindesign.co.uk 3. Flopro Professional Metal Hose Reel, £79.99, 01480 774555[marshallsgarden.com]4. Flopro 15m Soakerflo Hose, £29.99, 01480 774555, 
marshallsgarden.com|5. Take Anywhere Tap, £13.99darlac.com|6. 1m Dipping Tank, £470, 01223 502426]thedippingtankcompany.co.uk| 
7. Kampi Gardeners Rain Gauge, £49.99, 01344 578800|waitrosegarden.com|8. The Warley Fall Watering Can, hot dipped galvanised, two-gallon, 
£99.99, 0121 420 2494, |haws.co.uk|9. Complete Brass Rose Set, set of 8 for different watering tasks, £79.99, 0121 420 2494 |haws.co.uk 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 
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1. Copper Watering Hogs, mini, @8cm x H6.5cm, £17.99; regular @9.5cm x H10cm, £21.99, 01344 578000, crocus.co.uK{2. Vitax Hydroleca Water-holding Clay Pebbles, 

10L bag, £11.99,Jamazon.co.uk}3. Hydro Wine Terracotta Pot Watering System, £16.95, 01772 368023 |biogreen.co.uk|4. Garantia Woody Wall Tank 350L, tap included, 

£429.99, 01295 559550, garantiauk.co.uk]5. Stour Traditional Copper Rain Gauge, £74.95, 01787 883138, |climemet.com|6. Water Butt, large, watering can not included, 

from £755, 01905 778351 arthurjack.co.uk|7. Diamond Copper Rain Chain, 3m, £157 +VAT, 01752 917497[metalandglassltd.co.uk]8. EVE Aqua Smart Water Controller, 
£102, 0344 561 0000 [currys.co.uk|9. Luigina Terracotta Self-watering Plant Pots, 27cm, large, H49cm, £105; small, H26cm, £58.50, |kavehome.com} 
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Maintenance Free 
Garden Furniture 


Lazy Susan specialise in aluminium garden furniture. 
Each hand crafted piece is powder coated to produce 
a lasting finish which will not rust. Our furniture is 
maintenance free and designed to live outside all year. 


Product shown above: Catherine Table 


01243 684 158 
lazysusan.co.uk 


Off ds 04/04/2023 - i i 
er ends 04/04/ Designed to last a lifetime 


SPIRAEA PRUNIFOLIA ‘PLENA’ 


I was instantly charmed by this bridal 
wreath spirea, which I happened upon 
while searching for a tough, deciduous 
shrub to add some early spring interest in 
a mixed border. Its bare branches carry 

a profusion of pure-white, double blossom. 
Like other early blooming spiraeas, it will 
benefit from being pruned after flowering. 
Cut the flowered shoots back to new 
strong growth below, while also removing 
some of the oldest canes, along with weak, 
spindly shoots at the base. Blooming a few 
weeks later, Exochorda x macrantha 
‘Niagara’ makes an enchanting alternative. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 
Origin China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan. 
Conditions Any fertile, well-drained 
soil; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8bt. 
Season of interest Flowers from late 
March to early April — May. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


4 Head gardener Asa Gregers-Warg welcomes the start of spring with an unusual pink 
4 muscari,a long-flowering camellia and a tough, deciduous shrub with delicate blossom 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants & Gardens in Essex 


bethchatto.co.uk 


MILIUM EFFUSUM ‘AUREUM’ 


The zingy, ribbon-like, yellow foliage of 
Bowles’s golden grass is a great choice for 
illuminating areas that need a little 
brightening. It emerges early in spring, 
later accompanied by airy sprays of tiny 
golden flowers, and looks wonderful 
planted among carpets of Omphalodes 
verna or Anemone nemorosa ‘Allenii’. It 
self-seeds, but young plants are easy to 
spot and remove. In midsummer, as soon 
as our propagation team has collected the 
seed, we cut it right back to encourage 

a flush of fresh new growth. AGM”. 


Height and spread 40-60cm x 30cm. 
Origin Garden (species North America 
and Eurasia). 

Conditions Humus-rich, well-drained 
soil; best in partial to full shade to avoid 
foliage scorching. 

Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season of interest March — June. 


MUSCARI ARMENIACUM 
PINK FORM 


CAMELLIA X WILLIA MSI 
‘DONATION’ 


We acquired this little gem from Marina 
Christopher at Phoenix Perennial Plants 
a few years ago, and have been slowly 
building up our stock. The unusual colour 
of this grape hyacinth makes a nice 
change from the more normal blue and is 
also different from the pale-pink Muscari 
‘Pink Sunrise’. Flowers start off a cool 
white, with only the slightest hint of pink 
at the base of the spike, then gradually 
deepen in colour; a wash of deep pink 
slowly rises upwards as flowers mature, 
creating a wonderful two-tone effect. 


Beth Chatto, who wasn’t overly fond of 
camellias, especially doubles, said she 
planted this with “inexperienced 
enthusiasm”. We're thankful she did 

as it’s a breathtaking sight. From February, 
and often into early May, it produces an 
abundance of large, rosy-pink, semi- 
double flowers with golden stamens; the 
petals gently inked with a slightly deeper 
pink veining. Slow, but strong, growing, 
with an upright habit and attractive glossy 
green foliage, it makes a useful evergreen 
backdrop for the rest of the year. AGM. 


Height and spread 15cm x 10cm. 
Origin Garden (Species eastern 
Mediterranean to Caucasus). 
Conditions Moderately fertile, well- 
drained soil; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest March — April. 


Height and spread 4-8m x 2.5-3m. 
Origin Garden (cross between Chinese 
and Japanese species). 

Conditions Lime-free soil; partial shade, 
with protection from cold, drying winds. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 
Season of interest February — April/May. 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


EUPHORBIA CHARACIAS 
SUBSP. WULFENII 


A key plant in our Gravel Garden where 
it illuminates the borders with its large 
lime-green heads, and makes a wonderful 
backdrop to perennials, including 
bright-scarlet Anemone x fulgens. An 
architectural evergreen with a handsome 
mass of bluish-green foliage, it provides 
structure and interest throughout the year. 
It’s very drought tolerant, but needs good 
drainage to withstand cold winters. Keep 
it tidy by removing spent flower stems 
near the base, without damaging the 

new young shoots. 


Height and spread 1-1.5m x 1-1.2m. 
Origin Southern Europe, Balkans 

and Turkey. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; best in 
full sun, may get leggy in partial shade. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 
Season of interest March — May. 


PULMONARIA ANGUSTIFOLIA 
‘DIANA CLARE’ 


ANEMONE BLANDA 


This blue-flowered beauty thrives in 
our Gravel Garden where it self-seeds 
freely, making cheerful pools of blue 
among mounds of cistus, lavender 
and ballota. Its bright colours are 
especially welcome in this space, as 
insipid-coloured flowers, especially 
those held close to the ground, won’t 
show up against the gravel, so we 
save those to use elsewhere. A great 
choice for interplanting in bold drifts 
among deciduous shrubs and 
perennials that emerge later in the 
season. Pre-soak tubers in tepid 
water overnight before planting. 


Discovered by Bob Brown of Cotswold 
Garden Flowers, and named for his wife, 
this lungwort forms striking rosettes of 
narrow, silvery-green leaves, initially 
mottled, turning pure silver as they 
age. Vigorous, with a prolific display 

of violet-blue flowers in early spring, 

it makes a beautiful companion to 
hellebores, dicentras, erythroniums, 
silver-leaved brunneras, ferns and 
daffodils. We always shear back the 
leaves after flowering to encourage 

a fresh flush of foliage. AGM. 


Height and spread 30cm x 40cm. 
Origin Garden (Species Europe). 
Conditions Most soils except very 

dry; best in partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6. 

Season of interest Flowers February — 
May; foliage February — December. 


Height and spread 15cm x 15cm. 
Origin Eastern Mediterranean. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full 
sun or dappled shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest March — April. 


Places 
to visit 


for places to see 
seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked. 


Asa's recommendations 


March is the month when 
we start to hope the worst 
of winter is past. But while 
most of us still dread a late 
cold spell and sharp frosts, 
Trebah Garden, the 26-acre 
gem of agarden, just south 
of Falmouth, is already 
erupting with glorious 
spring colour. Nestled ina 
Cornish ravine, with winding 
paths anda gentle stream 
flowing downhill, through 
aseries of pools that end at 


asecluded beach on the 
Helford River, Trebah 
features a rich collection 
of rare and exotic plants 
flourishing in the sheltered 
microclimate. There is truly 
something to see at every 
turn: champion trees, 
beautiful vistas anda 
magnificent, colourful 
display of magnolias, 
camellias and 100-year-old 
rhododendrons. Trebah 
Garden Trust, Mawnan 


Smith, nr Falmouth, 
Cornwall TR11 5JZ. 
Tel 01326 252200, 
rebah-garden.co.ukl 
Spotting a seed-tray 
of Eryngium giganteum 
(known to many as Miss 
Willmott’s ghost) in the 
nursery recently | was 
immediately reminded of 
Warley Place, the former 
home of Ellen Willmott 
(1858-1934). In addition 


to freely distributing seed, 


this extraordinary 
plantswoman was also 
something of a big 
spender, sponsoring 
plant-hunting expeditions 
and employing 100 
gardeners at Warley alone 
(also keeping gardens in 
France and Italy). Such 
largesse meant she died 
nearly penniless, and her 
estate was later sold and 
demolished, so very little 
remains of the once [> 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


FRITILLARIA PERSICA 


It’s easy to see how one can become 
addicted to this fascinating genus and 
easily catch the collector’s bug. The 
sumptuous Persian lily is one of the 
easiest to grow, providing it receives 
excellent drainage and plenty of sun. 
Stout stems clothed in slightly twisted 
leaves carry a spire of nodding dark- 
purple bells, often dusted with a glaucous 
bloom. Cultivars to try include floriferous 
‘Senkoy’, “Twin Towers Tribute’, with 

two stems per bulb, and ‘Purple 
Dynamite’, which has shiny bells that look 
as though they’ve been varnished. 


Height and spread Up to lm x 50cm. 
Origin Turkey to Iran and Israel. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; 

best in full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest Flowers from late 
March and early April — May. 


SCILLA ‘PINK GIANT’ 


Taller than your typical glory of the snow, 
this has skyward-facing, starry blooms in 
soft lavender-pink. Its colour deepens 
towards the exterior while fading to white 
in the centre. Looks wonderful planted 
with hellebores, late snowdrops and 
Narcissus “Thalia’. In a dry garden setting, 
try growing it through mats of silvery 
Stachys byzantina or the glossy, evergreen 
foliage of Teucrium x lucidrys. The latter 

is a superb, drought-resistant groundcover, 
topped by a mass of tiny, rose-pink flowers 
in mid to late summer and a firm favourite 
with the bees. AGM. 


Height and spread 20cm x 10cm. 
Origin Garden (species Crete, 
Cyprus and Turkey). 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full 
sun or light shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season of interest March - April. 


RIBES SANGUINEUM WHITE 
ICICLE (= ‘UBRIC’) 


This flowering currant has an upright 
and bushy habit, each branch bearing 
large drooping trusses of long-lasting, 
pure-white flowers. We grow it in our 
Woodland Garden, underplanted with 
Narcissus ‘February Gold’. A foraging 
friend claims flowering currant blooms 
are edible and can be used in salads 
(something I’ve yet to try). It seems 

a shame to pick them off, and I have 

to admit that the rather fusty smell 

of the plant also puts me off. Very 
tough, and easy to grow. AGM. 


Height and spread 2-2.5m x 1.5m. 
Origin Garden (species western 
USA and Canada). 

Conditions Most soils except very 
dry; full sun or dappled shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8a. 
Season of interest March - April. 


[> famous garden, 
although some of its 
structure and layout can 
still be seen, alluding to its 
former splendour. Today 
the 25-acre site is anature 
reserve, managed by the 
Essex Wildlife Trust and 
maintained by volunteers. 
Narcissus was one of Miss 
Willmott's great passions 
and, in March, meadows 
of naturalised daffodils 
provide a spectacular 


sight. Warley Place Nature 
Reserve, Great Warley, 
Brentwood, Essex CM13 
3HU fssexwtorgud 
Although he rarely 
opens his garden to the 
public, Claus Dalby has 
won legions of fans 
through social media; 
generously sharing on 
Instagram (@clausdalby) 
posts of his garden in 
Risskov, Denmark, with its 
different garden rooms, 


romantic-style planting 
and numerous sumptuous 
container displays that are 
Claus’s signature style, 
and the subject of his first 
book in English, Containers 
in the Garden, which was 
published last year. 
You can find out more 
about Claus’s garden 
aifen clausdalby dk] 

This year, I've promised 
myself to make more time 
to visit specialist plant fairs 


and nurseries. Not only is 
this a fantastic opportunity 
to come away witha few 
(usually more than 
intended) new, interesting 
plants, but it is also a great 
way of meeting experienced 
specialist growers who have 
a wealth of knowledge to 
share. An additional bonus 
is that these events are held 
in some extremely beautiful 
gardens across the country. 
Plant Hunters Fairs 


(planthuntersfairs.co.uk) 
organises fairs in the north 
Midlands, while Rare Plant 
Fairs 
organises fairs across the 
UK. You can also find a 
comprehensive list of plant 
nurseries to visit on the 
Facebook page of the 
Independent Plant 
Nurseries Guide, which 
also produces a separate 
list of nurseries that offer 
mail order only. 
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VALUE CRUISE LINE 


THE WARMEST WELCOME AT SEA 


WE ARE AMBASSADOR, THE PREMIUM VALUE NO-FLY CRUISE 
EINE OFFERING AN AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE AND Tie 
WARMEST WELCOME AT SEA. 


Journey to new lands to explore breathtaking destinations, fascinating cultures and exceptional 
cuisine in the comfort of our Ambassador ships, with no exchange rate worries; all for the 
best value. And, if you book any 2023/24 season sailing before 31 March 2023 you can 
take advantage of an additional 10% discount using code GARDENS10 through our 
website, reservations ambassadors, or your local travel agent. 


MBASSADOR 


GROUSE Laine 


#ABTA —_\ Say hello at{ambassadorcruiseline.com| 
\ Call 0808 102 8478 


Offers subject to availability and may be withdrawn without notice. For terms and conditions Sg a SE eo a promotional code is valid for use on any 2023/24 season 
sailing and will remove 10% from the saver fare. GARDENS10 promotional code is not applicable to any other items/ancillaries. GARDENS10 promotional code is valid on new bookings made 01-31/03/23 
only, and cannot be added to any existing bookings. Capacity controlled and subject to availability. Ambassador Cruise Line is a trading name of Ambassador Cruise Holidays Limited. Ambassador Cruise 
Holidays Limited is a company registered in England and Wales. Registered number: 13299365. 


hen the sun shines 
in March, it really 
does feel like winter 
has shuffled off 

to make way for 
spring. Though 
experience has taught me to greet this 
seasonal change with optimistic caution, 
as all too often temperatures can slump. 

Thankfully, there are plants much 
tougher than me, coping better with the 
erratic nature of March’s weather. In borders 
Pd champion narcissi, scillas and muscari. 

I love the electric-blue, bi-coloured species 
Muscari latifolium, along with the more 
flouncy Muscari aucheri ‘Ocean Magic; 
both work well with the acid greens of 
low-growing Euphorbia myrsinites and 
classic Narcissus “W.P. Milner’. This year 
I'm trying a mix of Muscari azureum, 

M. armeniacum ‘Night Eyes’ and M. aucheri 
‘Blue Magic’, planted in small terracotta 
pots topped with moss, where they should 
be equally enchanting temporarily indoors 
as they are on the garden table. 

Other contenders for small pots are the 
numerous Iris reticulata cultivars, varying in 
shades from the palest ‘Frozen Planet’, to the 
vibrant ‘Pixie’ and sumptuously rich ‘Purple 


THE CONSTANT 
GARDENER 


In the last of his practical gardening series, head gardener 
Benjamin Pope is greeting the start of spring with cautious 
optimism, and sowing hardy annuals and fast-growing veg 


ILLUSTRATION CLAIRE HARRUP 


Hill’. These struggle in our nourished 
borders that can sit a little damp in winter, 
so instead I pot them into a soil and grit 
mix in autumn and top with gravel to deter 
slugs and prevent rain-splashed soil from 
damaging the spring flowers. 

Early flowering perennials include the 
vigorous Primula Barnhaven selections 
and early Corydalis flexuosa cultivars, 
such as ‘Spinners’, both of which appreciate 
a little summer shade and moisture and 
will quietly sit around taller perennials 
and shrubs during busier times, waiting 
for spring to perform their show. 

For a bolder impact, you can’t ignore 
the winter colour and form of bergenia 
foliage. From past experience I would 
recommend Bergenia ‘Pink Dragonfly’ 
and B. ‘Overture’ as great performers, 
though we currently have the larger- 
leaved B. ‘Eric Smith’ in the garden, 
where its metallic, dark-red leaves 
beautifully echo the new growth on 
Rosa x odorata ‘Mutabilis’. With so much 
change occurring this month and lots 
to do in preparation for the growing 
year, it is easy for the gardener to miss 
these momentary details, so be sure to 
regularly get outside and take a look. 


What to sow and plant 

March is the perfect time to begin sowing 
seeds, particularly if you have a protected 
environment (greenhouse, cold frame etc). 
The first flush of annual weed seedlings is 

a good indicator that soil temperatures have 
warmed enough for growing cultivars of 
hardy annuals, such as Agrostemma githago, 
Centaurea cyanus and Papaver somniferum. 
These will germinate well from a direct 
sow, along with many umbels including 
Ammi majus, Bupleurum rotundifolium, 
and chervil and dill, which benefit from 

the cooler temperatures. 

For the vegetable patch, there are broad 
beans and peas to start off, though tender 
borlotti, French and runner beans should 
be left until the risk of frost has passed. 
As we reach the end of March, I direct 


sow beetroot, carrots, parsnips and radish. 


It’s also a great time to plant any hardy 
modular-grown vegetables such as broad 
beans, garlic and onions, along with sweet 
peas. My attention also turns to lifting 
and dividing many herbaceous perennials 
and ornamental grasses, along with 
planting new ones, including bareroot 
additions, such as Convallaria majalis 
pips and strawberry crowns. 


What to harvest and pick 

There is always a lag time with growing, 
so it’s only now, as days start to lengthen, 
that the kitchen begins to feel winter’s 
pinch. The last of overwintered or stored 
parsnips, turnips and other root vegetables 
can be used and if temperatures remain 
low then leeks, sprouts, winter cabbage 
and salads should not bolt. 

I focus on growing new produce as fast 
as possible to minimise this “hunger gap’, 
selecting early and fast-maturing varieties, 
such as carrot ‘Early Nantes 2’ and salad 
‘Speedy Mix’, using cloches, polythene 
tunnels or even a layer of fleece to speed 
up growth. I start off vegetables indoors, 
growing seedlings in modules, and plant 
out the following month. I also force a few 
pots of strawberry ‘Pegasus’ and potatoes 
‘Rocket’ or ‘Swift’ in the greenhouse. 

For cutting, there are numerous 
options; my favourites include Anemone 
coronaria ‘Bordeaux’, Camellia japonica 
‘Nuccio’s Cameo’, Brimeura amethystina, 
Narcissus ‘Cassata’ and Ribes sanguineum 
‘Elkington’s White’. 
* Look out for a new column by garden 
science writer and myth buster Ken 
Thompson starting in the May issue. 


DIG IN: IN THE GARDEN 


GARDEN JOBS 
for March 


Prune out winter interest Focus on 
plants grown for winter stem interest 
or large summer foliage to ensure you 
get the best display this year. Pleach 
limes, coppice willow, Catalpa and 
Paulownia, and hard prune Cotinus, 
winter-stem Cornus and Rubus. 

Order and plant summer-flowering 
bulbs Get your orders in for dahlias, 
gladioli and lilies. If weather is still too 
cold to plant out, store somewhere 

cool and dry or pot up and grow on 
somewhere sheltered before planting. 
Build growing structures It’s easier 

to construct supports for growing fruit 
and vegetables now rather than later. 
Use hazel rods or beanpoles to make 
obelisks, tunnels and frames and cover 
with protective netting, and weave birch 
branches into domes. 

Plant in the green Gently lift, divide and 
replant large clumps of winter aconites 
and snowdrops to establish larger swathes. 
Alternatively, these can be purchased and 
planted as bareroot ‘in the green’ plants. 
Define turf edges Redefine your lawn 
edges using a half moon or spade to cut 
aclean line between borders and lawn, 
making it quicker and easier to trim 
with edging shears while instantly 
creating a smart appearance. 
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Advertisement feature 


Stru 


The straw mulch for 
organic gardening 


‘Strulch’ is a scientific 
success story. At Leeds 
University, Dr Geoff 
Whiteley found he 
could replicate a 
natural process which 
preserves straw. He 
and his wife Jackie 
brought the new 
environmentally 
friendly, biodegradable 
mulch to market. Fast 
becoming the preferred 
mulch of professional 


and amateur gardeners. 


Strulch is made from 
wheat straw and the 
mineralisation process 
preserves the straw and 
turns it dark brown. It 
has aneutral pH so can 
be used anywhere in the 
garden and it lasts for up 
to two years. Over time, 
the mulch improves soil 
structure and adds 
nutrients. The physical 
properties of the mulch 
and the added minerals 
deter slugs and snails. 


Strulch is available in 
9kg bags from our 
stockists. For best value 
buy direct in bulk on 
pallets of 12, 25, 40 or 
48 x13.5 kg bags. 


www:strulch.co.ukK 


G) 


As used 


Professional gardeners 
see the benefits too: 


“Ihave used it on the veg 
beds asaheavy mulch 
and experimenting in 
some areas as ano dig 
concept; laid it on 
cardboard on the beds 
and will sow wildflower 
seed into it. Ihave used it 
on two of the herbaceous 
borders to keep the 
weeds down and keep 
the ground warmer to 
help protect the crowns. 


Head Gardener, 
Floors Castle Gardens 


‘lam extremely pleased 
with the product’s ability 
to suppress weed growth 
and have noted an 
observable improvement 
in overall plant health 
and soil structure over a 
wide range of plants with 
successive applications. 
David Redmore, 
Director Garden and 
Landscape Design. 


Mineralised” 


\STRAW 


01943 863610 


GARDENING TALENT 


HELENA DOVE 


As the kitchen gardener at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, Hélena grows 
heritage edibles alongside exploring new 
crops that might survive climate change 


PORTRAIT CRISTIAN BARNETT 


Earliest garden memory We went to Clumber Park in 
Nottinghamshire a lot when | was growing up, often just to 
walk the dog in the amazing grounds, but also to see the 
stunning kitchen garden, where | possibly first got the bug. 
First plant love I've always loved beans. From the first 
broad beans of the season, to immature runner beans and 
the dried borlottis that see me through winter. 

Your first career | started out as a music technology 
teacher. Once | got an allotment, and spent the whole time 
desperate to be there, | knew | needed to change careers. 
Your horticultural hero Lawrence D Hills — he’s the unsung 
hero of the organic gardening movement, and a champion 
of comfrey, an essential plant in my kitchen garden. 
Favourite garden The biodynamic garden at Waltham Place 
in Berkshire. It has a voice that is quite rare in gardens. You 
can sense the ethos in the wildness of the landscape, full of 
strong plants, even if most people would view them as 
weeds. It also has a stunning kitchen garden. | like the fact 
that visitor numbers are limited and that you can't take 
pictures. | feel very immersed in the moment when | visit. 

A key tip for a gardener Choose a partner who tolerates 
your need to work with the seasons, who doesn't mind 
you being generally covered in mud on social occasions. 
And who understands that you need an excessive 
number of knives — all for specific jobs. 

Most valuable training The HBGBS course (the precursor 
of the HBGTP — Historic and Botanic Garden Training 
Programme). | was lucky to do the two-year course when 

it was running and I'm still in touch with many of the 
people | met over this time. It’s a great support. Often, as 

a kitchen gardener, you are the only person doing your 
specific job at your garden, and it is great to have someone 
to contact, whether it’s to ask if all their peas have failed 
like yours, or to show off an incredibly exciting squash. 
Favourite ‘weed’ you’re happy to have in your garden 
They aren't really weeds, but | let edible flowers, 

such as calendula and borage, spread themselves 

around. Nature tends to know best. 

What principles guide your attitude to gardening? Relax, 
as you can always try again next year, and the acceptance 
that failure is simply a learning curve. If something 
repeatedly fails in your garden, maybe try something else. 
Something new in the garden We planted lots 

of fruit this winter, all maiden whips, so we'll 

be training these over the next few years. 

Contact Instagram: helena_dove; Web:|helenadove.com] 
Héléna’s new book, Botany of the Kitchen Garden, is 
published in April by Royal Botanic Gardens, price £20. 


It’s important to accept that 


failure is simply a learning curve. 
If something repeatedly fails in 

ae = 
your garden, try something else 
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Save when you subscribe 
to the digital edition 


PLANTING IDEAS * BEAUTIFUL GARDENS + EXPERT ADVICE 
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See A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
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Climate High annual 


Size One acre- 
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Beyond the 


n the edge of Lancaster, with 
far-reaching views out to the 
Lake District, Howgill Fells 
and Morecambe Bay, sits what 
from the road looks like any 
other suburban garden. But 
this is no ordinary space. Its 
name, Mabsoot, is Arabic for happiness, and what 
lies behind its hedges comes as a pleasant surprise. 

As you enter the main driveway, you're met by 
a line of exquisite Betula utilis var. jacquemonitii, 
underplanted with white-flowered Helleborus x 
hybridus and naturalised Cyclamen hederifolium. 
Facing these, an impressive Hydrangea seemannii 
takes ownership of the space. “I had no idea it 
would be so vigorous,” says David Redmore, the 
gardener and consultant who worked with the 
garden's late owner, Barbara Latham, to create 
this impressive garden. 

Barbara initially contacted David looking for 
garden design advice, but their meeting set in 
motion a long friendship and creative partnership 
that flourished over a period of 30 years. The 
starting point was a piece of unconvincing 
lawn close to the main entrance. “The drive was 
dominated by conifers; it was a black hole,” says 
David. “I suggested to Barbara it would make 
a lovely woodland garden” 

Today, that woodland garden is an exquisitely 
choreographed homage to spring-flowering 
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bulbs, primarily North American, Japanese, and 
Russian. “On an average year we would plant 
over 8,000 bulbs, especially those that naturalise,” 
says David. Mass plantings of erythroniums, 
trilliums, snowdrops, ferns, winter aconites, 
scillas and cyclamen flow between the stems of 
the trees. Shrubs and groundcover perennials, 
such as epimediums, euphorbias and hostas, pick 
up the mantle later in the season. 

An impressive Davidia involucrata sits 
alongside an enviable collection of woodland 
trees and shrubs, including an extensive collection 
of Acer palmatum cultivars and mature witch 
hazels; the cultivar Hamamelis x intermedia 
Aphrodite’ with its deep burnt-orange flowers a 
firm favourite. On the edge of the garden, a Betula 
albosinensis var. septentrionalis, with peeling bark 
that ranges from shades of pink through to sultry 
amber, strengthens the vertical space. 

To nourish such a rich flora, the ground 
conditions had to reflect the long-term 
requirements of the plants. David feels passionately 
about getting this right. “I've always placed 
enormous emphasis on getting healthy soils.” 

Years of composting all the green waste in the 
garden has been fundamental to achieving this. 

The framework of the woodland garden 
includes bold, curved beds with broad grass paths. 
A wildlife pool flanks the front terrace of the [> 


To continue turn to page 43 


Above Barbara inherited her 
house's Arabic name, Mabsoot, 
from the previous owners who 
had spent time in Saudi Arabia, 
but continued the Islamic theme 
in this Paradise Garden-inspired, 
walled garden with its central rill 
and four-fold parterre gardens 
filled with seasonal bedding, 
Euonymus japonicus ‘Jean 
Hugues’ and David's striking 
Buxus Spirals. 


Right Curvaceous mixed borders 
contrast with the formal layout 

of the walled potager and orchid 
houses. A cacophony of spring 
bulbs and perennials, including 
Camassia leichtlinii subsp. 
suksdorfii, Tulipa ‘Pink Impression’ 
and Narcissus ‘Minnow’ jostle 

for space alongside deciduous 
flowering shrubs. 
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A mix of naturalised bulbs and perennials, 
including Exythronium revolutum 
‘Knightshayes Pink; Ftitillaria meleagri$ 
and the blood-red Trillium @hloropetalum, ’ 
carpet the surface of the woodland 
garden borde?s. The contrastigg forms. 

of leaf texture, colour and flowerereate 
an ever-changing tapestry. 


« 


16 key plants 


1 Lathyrus vernus A long-lived perennial that produces a dizzying 
mass of small, purple and azure flowers above emerald-green, 
pinnate leaves. 45cm x 45cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9bi. 


2 Tiarella ‘Pink Skyrocket’ This floriferous perennial has pink- 
tipped flower spikes that are set against attractive, deeply lobed 
foliage. 40cm x 40cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


3 Primula sieboldii A vibrant primula with downy leaves and blue, 
purple, pink or white flowers. 30cm x 30cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


4 Fritillaria elwesii Luxurious purple bells outlined in emerald- 
green. 30cm x 15cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


5 Omphalodes cappadocica Sprays of intense gentian-blue 
flowers sit above oval, evergreen foliage. Great groundcover 
perennial. 30cm x 30cm. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


6 Epimedium x versicolor ‘Neosulphureum’ Semi-evergreen, 

bronze-coloured, heart-shaped leaves with trumpet-like, pale- 

yellow flowers in spring. 40cm x 40cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
7 Corydalis temulifolia ‘Chocolate Stars’ Dusky violet 


flowers in spring contrast with bronze-coloured, evergreen 
foliage. 40cm x 40cm. RHS H5. 


8 Erythronium ‘Rosalind’ Bi-coloured, pink-and-white flowers with 
an alluring yellow centre. 40cm x 40cm. RHS H5. 


Key plants continue on page 42. 


16 key plants 


9 Erythronium revolutum ‘Knightshayes Pink’ Exquisite, 
nodding, pink flowers held above mottled leaves of maroon 
and green. 30cm x 30cm. RHS H5. 


10 Clianthus puniceus An evergreen shrub with spectacularly 
coloured, claw-shaped flowers. 3m x 3m. RHS H3. 


11 Erythronium ‘Pagoda’ A vigorous hybrid that has sulphur-yellow 
flowers with yellow anthers, and marbled, green leaves. It’s easy to 
grow and to naturalise. 30cm x 30cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


12 Ipheion ‘Alberto Castillo’ Lightly fragranced, star-shaped, 
white flowers with a pearl-grey stripe. 15cm x 20cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


13 Narcissus ‘Thalia’ A fragrant, pure-white daffodil with multi- 
headed trumpet flowers. 40cm x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


14 Euphorbia amygdaloides ‘Rubra’ Luxurious, deep-red 
foliage contrasts with lime-green flowers. Happy in shade or sun. 
50cm x 80cm. RHS H6, USDA 6a-8b. 


15 Podophyllum ‘Spotty Dotty’ Umbrella-shaped leaves with 
distinctive bronze markings. Leaf size varies according to light 
levels. 40cm x 40cm. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


16 Fritillaria meleagris subvar. alba White form of the snake's head 
fritillary with pure-white nodding flowers. 25cm x 20cm. RHS H5. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


> house, where a sensitively shaped Betula pendula 
‘Youngii’ contrasts with the angular, architectural 
elements of the property. 

Leaving the woodland garden, you enter 
a formal, intimate space. The house, walls and 
conservatory frame a walled area inspired by the 
idea of a Persian Paradise Garden. It’s a garden 
that was jointly devised more than 20 years ago 
to be a “place of peace and tranquillity.” David 
describes the design as “extraordinarily formal 
but with very effusive planting”. The south-facing 
walls are covered in exuberant Schizophragma 
hydrangeoides and the luxurious, evergreen 
foliage of Pileostegia viburnoides. 

A strong axonometric design is emphasised 
by repetition of key shapes and forms along 
the central rill. Pale, cut stone intersects with 
immaculately presented sections of lawn. 
Flanking the rill are formal parterres planted 
with Euonymus japonicus ‘Jean Hugues, and 
spiral-shaped Buxus. The main borders are 
densely planted with daffodils, fritillaries, 
alliums, primulas and skilfully trained shrub 
roses including ranks of Rosa ‘Buff Beauty’ 

“The garden rarely opened to the public,” 
says David, “but when it did, Barbara took 
great delight in watching people's reaction 
as they walked through the gate.” 

Beneath the snaking stems of an artfully 
trained Wisteria sinensis, a gateway leads 


ihe: vardeni rarely,op 
~ the public but when it did, 
~ Barbara took great delight in 
) watching peoples s reaction. 


you through to the potager. Two substantial 
glasshouses here contain collections of 
Masdevallia, Bulbophyllum and South American 
cloud forest species of orchid. The larger of the 
two houses features species of a more tropical 
nature, especially the genus Phragmipedium. 

Outside, productive raised beds, faced in 
woven chestnut hurdles, are dissected by simple 
stone paving. Formally trained fruit trees, 
including several cultivars of Asian pear and 
18 different varieties of step-over apples, are 
integral to the potager’s structure. The beds are 
playfully planted with tulips, primroses and 
vegetables, all carefully orchestrated to celebrate 
their form, colour and seasonality. 

Sadly, Barbara died earlier this year, bringing 
this creative collaboration that spanned three 
decades to an end. The house and garden are to 
be sold, and the emotional wrench for David is 
palpable. But he has managed to find a way for 
at least some of plants in the garden to live on. 

Around the house, a sizeable collection of 
mature Japanese maples sit in large terracotta 
pots, and most of these are to be re-located to 
Williamson Park in Lancaster, a 54-acre public 
space within which David is planting a public 
garden in memory of Barbara. With this new 
space, David is hoping to channel the energy and 
passion that connected him with Mabsoot, to 
create something new and profoundly positive. 
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Above Productive raised beds 
in the potager garden are faced 
in woven chestnut hurdles and 
edged with step-over apples. 
Richly coloured Tulipa ‘Ronaldo’ 
and cheerful, spring-flowering 
primulas are planted alongside 
seasonal salads and vegetables. 
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Events and shows 2023 


From new spring arrivals at Great Dixter through a plethora of RHS summer 
flower shows to autumn displays on the shores of Italy's Lake Como, our round-up 
of this year's best plant festivals will give you plenty to look forward to 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND SORREL EVERTON 


APRIL 


1-2 April Cornwall Garden Society Spring 
Flower Show Specialist nurseries with 
dramatic displays of flowers and shrubs. 
Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm, 
from £10. Royal Cornwall Showground, 
Wadebridge, Cornwall PL27 7JE. Tel 07530 


920585] cornwallgardensociety.org.uk 


1-2 April Great Dixter Spring Plant Fair 
Gathering of 30 specialist nurseries plus 
expert talks (also in autumn). Llam-4pm, £13. 
Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, East Sussex TN31 
6PH. Tel 01797 254048, 


14-16 April Féte des Plantes de Printemps, 
France Over 200 exhibitors offer specialist 
plants and advice within a beautiful chateau 
garden (also held in autumn). 10am-6pm, 
€15. Chateau de Saint-Jean de Beauregard, 
Rue de Chateau, 91940 Saint-Jean-de- 
Beauregard, France. Tel +33 (0)1 60 12 00 01, 


chateaudesaintjeandebeauregard.com 


20-23 April Harrogate Spring Flower 
Show Show gardens, a plant nursery 
pavilion, floral art, garden shopping, expert 
advice and entertainment. 9.30am-5pm, 


“Jekka's HerbFest. 


from £21.50. Great Yorkshire Showground, 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG2 8NZ. 


Tel 01423 648212 |flowershow.org.uk 


28-29 April Toby’s Garden Festival 
Nurseries, gardening talks, arts and crafts, 
food and music. 10am-5pm, from £11. 
Powderham Castle, Kenton, Exeter, 


Devon EX6 8JQ]tobygardenfest.co.uk 


28-30 April BBC Gardeners’ World Spring 
Fair Shopping and inspiration in the grounds 
of Beaulieu. 9.30am-5pm, from £15. Beaulieu, 
New Forest, Hampshire SO42 7ZN. 


MAY 


11-14 May RHS Malvern Spring Festival 
Talks, plants and displays set against the 
backdrop of the Malvern Hills. 9am-6pm, 
from £25.85. Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW. 


Tel 0333 300 3015[rhs.org.uk] 


12-14 May Flanders Garden Festival, 
Belgium Two hundred and forty exhibitors on 
a family estate in Flanders. 10am-6pm, from 
€12. Beervelde Park, Beervelde-Dorp 75, 


9080 Beervelde, Belgium. Tel +32 (0)93 56 81 
82| parkvanbeervelde.be 


12-14 May Les Journées des Plantes de 
Chantilly, France Leading French garden 
event (also held in autumn). 1Oam-7pm, 
from €16. Domaine de Chantilly, 7 Rue du 
Connétable, 60500, Chantilly, France. 


Tel +33 (0)3 44 27 31 80]chateaudechantilly.fr} 


13-21 May Temps de Flors, Spain 
Spectacular displays around the historic 
centre of Girona. Tel +34 (0)9 72 4190 10, 
tempsdeflors.girona.cat 


19-21 May The National Flower Show 
Celebrating the best of gardens. 9am-5pm, 
from £15. Hylands House, London Road, 
Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8WQ. 

Tel 0333 242 7912 [nationalflowershow.co.uk] 


23-27 May RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
Premier gardening event. 8am-8pm, Friday 
also late from 5.30pm-10pm, Saturday 
8am-5.30pm, from £48.85. London Gate, 
Royal Hospital Road, Royal Hospital Chelsea, 


London SW3 4SR[rhs.org-uk] 


May — November tbc Radicepura Garden 
Festival Biennial international garden event 
held in Sicily over several months, celebrating 
garden design, art and architecture. 
Horticultural Park, Via Fogazzaro 19, 95014 


Giarre CT, Italy|radicepurafestival.com 
JUNE 


1-5 June Bord Bia Bloom, Ireland Largest 
gardening event in Ireland. 9am-6pm, from 
€20. Phoenix Park, Dublin. Tel + 353 (0)1 295 
8181 {bordbiabloom.com] 


2-4 June Hex Garden Festival, Belgium 
Garden and plant show (also 9-10 
September). 10am-6pm, from €11. Castle 
Hex, Hoogstraat 1, B3870 Heks-Heers, 
Belgium. Tel +32 (0)12 74 73 41[hex.be] 


3-4 June The Plant Fair, Sculpture by the 
Lakes Showcasing an array of plants and 
garden accessories alongside expert talks. 
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10am-5.30pm, £5. Sculpture by the 
Lakes, Pallington Lakes, Dorchester, 
Dorset DT2 8QU. Tel 07720 637808, 


sculpturebythelakes.co.uk 


10 June Royal Windsor Flower Show 
Event raising funds for the charitable work 

of the Royal Windsor Rose & Horticultural 
Society. 1Oam-6pm, £20. York Club, Windsor 
Great Park, Surrey SL4 2BS [rwrhs.com] 


15-18 June BBC Gardeners’ World Live 


Garden inspiration, exhibits and expert advice. 


9am-6pm, Sunday 9am-5pm, from £25. NEC, 
North Avenue, Marston Green, Birmingham 


B40 1NT|bbcgardenersworldlive.com 


23-25 June Blenheim Palace Flower Show 
Garden exhibitors, displays and arts and 
crafts. 10am-5pm, £22.50. Blenheim Palace. 
Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1PP. Tel 01993 
810530[blenheimflowershow.co.uk| 


30 June — 2 July Jekka’s HerbFest 
Celebration of herbs with talks, gardening 
workshops and cookery demonstrations from 
experts headed up by Jekka McVicar. 9.30am- 
4.30pm, £45. Jekka’s Herb Farm, Rose 
Cottage, Shellards Lane, Alveston, Bristol 


BS35 3SY. Tel 01454 418878 [jekkas.com| 
JULY 


4-9 July RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Garden Festival Shop for plants from 
specialist nurseries and be inspired by 
gardens. 10am-6.30pm, Sunday 10am- 
5.30pm, from £28.85. Hampton Court Palace, 


East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9AU|rhs.org.uk} 


13-16 July Charleston Festival of the Garden 
Four days of talks, demonstrations and 
entertainment bringing together pioneering 
gardeners, designers, writers, artists and 
activists. Day and festival tickets available. 
Charleston, Firle, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 


6LL. Tel 01323 811626]charleston.org.u 


15-16 July Belvoir Castle Flower and Garden 
Show Garden designs, horticulture talks, 
plants, artists and accessories. 9.45am- 
4.30pm, from £12.50. Ladies Field, Belvoir 
Castle, Grantham, Leicestershire NG32 1PE. 


belvoircastleflowerandgardenshow.co.u 


19-23 July RHS Flower Show Tatton Park 
Show gardens and floral displays set in 
magnificent parkland. 1Oam-5pm, from 
£29.85. Tatton Park, Mereheath Lane, 


Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6QN [rhs.org.uk| 
AUGUST 


2-6 August RHS Hyde Hall Flower Show 
Specialist plant nurseries and expert tips. 
10am-5pm, included in garden visit entry. 


RHS Garden Hyde Hall, Creephedge Lane, 
Rettendon, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 8RA. 


Tel 01245 400256 


12-13 August The Great Comp Summer 
Show Specialist plant nurseries, artists 
and craftspeople. 10am-5pm, £9.50. 
Great Comp Garden, Comp Lane, Platt, 
nr Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 8QS. Tel 01732 


885094) greatcompgarden.co.uk 


18-20 August RHS Garden Rosemoor 
Flower Show Specialist plant nurseries, 
floral displays and demonstrations. 10am- 
5pm, included in garden visit entry. RHS 
Garden Rosemoor, Great Torrington, Devon 


EX38 8PH. Tel 01805 624067|rhs.org.uk] 
SEPTEMBER 


3 September Sussex Prairie Late Summer 
Plant Fair Specialist plant nurseries. 
12-5pm, £10. Sussex Prairie Garden, 
Morlands Farm, Wheatsheaf Road, 

nr Henfield, West Sussex BN5 QAT. 


Tel 01273 495902 [Sussexpramies.couK] 


5-10 September RHS Garden Wisley 
Flower Show Specialist nurseries, floral 
displays, demonstrations and exhibitors. 
Tuesday to Saturday 8.30am-6pm, Sunday 
8.30am-5pm, included in garden visit entry. 


Royal Windsor Flower. Show. 


RHS Garden Wisley, Woking, Surrey GU23 
6QB. Tel 01483 224234 


15-17 September Harrogate Autumn 
Flower Show Show gardens, a plant nursery 
pavilion, floral art, shopping, expert advice. 
Tickets on sale 1 May, Newby Hall & 
Gardens, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 5AE. 


Tel 01423 648212] flowershow.org.uk 


22-24 September Malvern Autumn Show 
Flower show, shopping and giant veg 
growing displays. 9am-6pm, from £20. 
Three Counties Showground, Malvern, 
Worcestershire WR13 6NW. Tel 0344 338 


5400 


28 September — 1 October Orticolario 
Show located on the shores of north Italy’s 
Lake Como highlighting gardens, plants and 
craftmanship. See website for details. Villa 
Erba, Largo Luchino Visconti 4, 22012 


Cernobbio, Italy. 


Dates and prices correct at time of publication. 
Check details for each show prior to travelling. 


Discover more garden 

shows and events for 2023 

by scanning this QR code with 
your phone camera, or visit 


PLANT PROFILE 


What The genus Chaenomeles is made 
up of just four species (C. japonica, 

C. speciosa, C. cathayensis and 

C. thibetica) of garden-worthy, early 
flowering deciduous shrubs. Since 
arriving in cultivation in c.1796, they 
have been extensively hybridised and 
bred, so there is a huge array of flowers 
colours and forms. They produce 
quince-like fruits in autumn that can 

be used to make a fragrant jelly. They 
are a valuable early source of nectar 
for insects. Commonly known as 
flowering quinces or japonicas. 
Origins They are mostly found on the 
hillsides of East Asia. 

Season Spring, March to May, with 
sporadic flowering in July. 

Size From dwarf shrubs to 80cm, to 
larger shrubs up to 2.5m. 

Conditions In sun or shade, but 
sunshine gives the best floral displays. 
Any good garden soil, although with very 
alkaline soils leaf chlorosis may occur. 
Hardiness Generally hardy throughout 
the UK, and for gardens in USDA zones 
4a to 8b. Some species may not be 
hardy in colder and more exposed areas. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 


CHAENOMELES ® ~) 


Flowering quinces are tough garden shrubs with delicate-looking flowers 


that bring some much-needed bright colour to early sprigs 
~~ 


MAT REESE PHOTOGRAPHS CLIVE NICHOLS 


Chaenomeles x superba 
Pink Trail (= ‘Interpitra’) 
Produces pale-pink to white 


single blooms with prominent 
gold anthers. Ovate, green 
leaves emerge shortly after 
flowering and, in autumn, 
small aromatic fruits develop. 
Feed in spring and prune 
after flowering. 2m x 1.5m. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b’. 
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Chaenomeles x superba 
‘Elly Mossel’ 

In early March, scarlet flowers 
with a golden boss emerge 


from rounded buds between 
sprigs of green foliage, 
providing a welcome source of 
nectar for bees and insects. 
Fruits ripen over the summer 
and can be used to make 
preserves. 2m x 2m. RHS H6. 


Chaenomeles x superba 
‘Crimson and Gold’ 
This versatile plant makes a 
dense shrub but can also be 
trained against a wall. The 
single flowers are tomato 
red with a central boss of 
gold-yellow anthers. Raised 
in California by the late 

WB Clarke. 2m x 2m. AGM*. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


lowering quinces are deservedly popular throughout 
the UK. Their early flowering season and habit of 
behaving well in a pot make them useful plants for 
spring, bringing bright colour to the garden at a time 
when few other shrubs look quite as good. Their 
relatively robust flowers add to their value and appeal 
when cold-weather conditions might otherwise 
blemish more delicate early blooms (think camellias). 

Once established, they are steadfast, almost unkillable, garden 
plants that need little attention, save a light prune. Caerhays 
Castle in Cornwall has a wonderful specimen of Chaenomeles 
japonica, which has been growing for more than a century. 
However, with a slow-growing habit, they can sometimes 
succumb to being swamped by more vigorous plants. 

The genus Chaenomeles is made up of four species native to 
mountain woodlands in China and Japan. It is closely allied with the 
common quince, Cydonia oblonga, and the two genera were at one 
time combined, and are sometimes still 
confused. The easiest way to separate 
the two genera is to look at the leaves and 
fruit. Unlike Cydonia, Chaenomeles has 
toothed leaves, styles fused at the flower 
base and a glabrous, deciduous calyx. 

Of the three Chaenomeles species 
in cultivation, Chaenomeles japonica 
and Chaenomeles speciosa are most 
commonly seen in gardens and make 
excellent shrubs. Chaenomeles japonica 


Once established, 
Chaenomeles are 
almost unkillable 
garden plants that need 
little attention 


Chaenomeles x superba 
‘Rowallane’ 

Named after Rowallane 
Garden in Northern Ireland, 
where it was discovered. 
Makes a low, sprawling 
plant and is best trained up 
a wall. Offers large, blood- 
crimson flowers on bare 
twigs in spring. 2m x 2m. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


has orange-scarlet flowers, a spreading habit, and rarely exceeds 
more than 90cm in height. 

Chaenomeles speciosa makes a larger shrub to 1.8m. This 
species accounts for the lion’s share of cultivars available to 
gardeners and can be found in a staggering array of colours and 
forms. Indeed, the Arnold Arboretum in Massachusetts lists 
more than 150 selections in its collection. The brilliant-red 
and gold combination is very smart, and the restrained and 
beautiful simplicity of the blooms against the bare wood was 
captured by Charles Rennie Mackintosh in his watercolour 
Japonica. An excellent cultivar for the garden is Chaenomeles 
speciosa ‘Rubra Grandiflora’, which produces large, single 
flowers from March into May. At Ness Botanic Gardens, near 
Liverpool, Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Aurora’ can always be relied 
upon for an early appearance, with the attractive copper-pink 
blooms appearing well before Christmas. 

A superb, white cultivar is Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Nivalis’, which 
makes a particularly good cut flower to 
force for Christmas. A third species, 
Chaenomeles cathayensis, is not often 
seen outside specialist collections and 
makes a taller, open shrub to about 4.5m 
in height with large, egg-shaped fruit. 

Chaenomeles x superba (progeny of 
hybrids of the species C. japonica and 
C. speciosa) is also frequently seen in 
gardens and nurseries, although, 

To continue turn to page 53 [> 
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Chaenomeles speciosa 
‘Kinshiden’ 

A substantial shrub with 
beautiful, double, rounded 
flowers in primrose green. 
Blooms are produced in tight 


clusters against the twigs 
before the foliage, but it also 
has a second, less intense 
flowering in June. 1m x 1.5m. 
RHS H4, USDA 4a-8b. 


Chaenomeles japonica 


Chaenomeles x superba 


‘Lemon and Lime’ ‘Rising Sun’ 

Masses of single, primrose- With gaping, creamy-yellow 
| yellow flowers open from single flowers, this cultivar 
i round, ivory-white buds looks a little wilder than 
Re in spring and are followed some and is ideal when 

by small, yellow fruits. amore subtle flower 

Looks good combined with is required. It has a 

Clematis alpina cultivars. low-growing habit but can 

Asmall, spreading shrub. be trained up a wall. 1m x 

1.5m x 1.2m. RHS H6. 1m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


How to grow Chaenomeles 

* Chaenomeles are tough and relatively + It’s generally best to plant in autumn, like pruning a fruit tree. It is this older wood 

long-lived shrubs. Once established, they rather than spring. Recent springs have that will support the flowers and fruit. 

are drought tolerant and cold hardy, and been quite dry, and often there is a small 

although late frosts can singe the young amount of root growth that occurs in ¢ If training against a wall, prune back 

foliage, this will do no lasting damage. autumn and winter that will help the plant the new summer growth in autumn by 
cope better in dry spring conditions. The a third, to just above a bud, and tie it in to 

* Choose a shrub that is growing exception is in exposed areas where the the wire or vine-eye. Growth further down 

vigorously with lots of young growth. wind-rock might affect establishment. the plant should be cut back harder to 

Sulking plants can often take a long old wood to make spurs. Flowers are 

time to recover, even after they have * Plants generally make low, spreading produced on the growth you're removing 

been planted out. shrubs to about 1.5m tall but can easily so don't take off too much, but if you don't 
be reduced if cut back quite hard—intothe prune before flowering the previous year's 

* Before planting, untangle the old wood if necessary — after flowering. growth will obscure the display. Prune 

large roots and spread them out, and They can also be used to make a tough free-standing shrubs after flowering. 

make sure you dig a hole large enough prickly hedge with an annual clipping. 

to easily accommodate them. Mix « Propagate by layering root cuttings 

a good dollop of compost with the * You can also train Chaenomeles packed together in a pot, or from 

soil from the hole and back-fill carefully against a wall, ina variety of different conventional hardwood cuttings. 

around the roots. It is vital that the shapes, which makes it easier to You can also have some success 

plant is positioned in the ground at the appreciate the pretty, cup-shaped flowers. _ with semi-ripe cuttings in July to August 

same level it was in the pot — don't bury Stems need to be tied on to wires as they or softwood cuttings struck in May 

it too deeply. Firm the soil carefully don't naturally climb. It’s best to slowly and June, with bottom heat and 

around the roots and water. build up a structure of spurs andoldwood, misting. Seed is also effective. 
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Chaenomeles ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ 

This pretty cultivar has soft, 
peach-pink flowers, with 
white irregular shading on 
the petals. It makes a good 
cut flower but the flowers 
look lovely trained against 
old, lichen-clad walls. 

1.5m x 1m. RHS H6. 


Chaenomeles speciosa 
‘Scarlet Storm’ 

An introduction from US 
breeder Proven Winners, 
with impressive camellia- 
like, scarlet, double flowers. 
It is thornless and said 

not to produce fruit, 
making it a versatile shrub. 
1.5m x 1.2m. RHS H6. 


Chaenomeles x superba 
‘Red Joy’ 

A dwarf quince that 
produces a succession of 
small, pompom-shaped, 
red flowers that are held in 
dense clusters. Found as 
a sport on Chaenomeles 
japonica ‘Sargentii: 1m x 
1m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


Chaenomeles speciosa 
‘Geisha Girl’ 

An attractive cultivar with 
a spreading habit. The 
semi-double, apricot-pink 
flowers are produced in 
small groups on old 

wood from December 
sometimes to June. 

1.5m x 2m. AGM. RHS H6. 


Chaenomeles speciosa 
Mango Storm 
(=‘MinchaO1’) 

This repeat flowerer 
blooms first in March 
and April, and then again 

in June. The showy blooms 
are fully double in shades 
of punchy mango-peach. 
1m x 1.5m. RHS H6, 

USDA 4a-8b. 


> superficially, it can be difficult to 
distinguish between these hybrids 
and C. speciosa. 

Among the traditional reds, 
Chaenomeles x superba ‘Crimson and 
Gold’ and ‘Nicoline’ are very good, but 
many other colours and flower shapes are 
available and quite a few cultivars have a 
compact habit, making them suitable for 
small gardens. C. x superba ‘Red Joy’, with 
double red blooms, and Chaenomeles x 
superba ‘Kinshiden’, with showy double 
primrose-yellow flowers, are two fine examples. Another hybrid to 
look out for is Chaenomeles x californica (C. x superba crossed with 
C. cathayensis), which mingles all three cultivated species. One 
particularly good selection is C. x californica ‘Cardinal’, which 
has vibrant single flowers with glossy, deep-red petals. 

In the garden, flowering quinces work well with early flowering 
clematis, such as the blue-flowered forms of Clematis alpina and 
Clematis macropetala, but make sure the more vigorous clematis does 
not smother the Chaenomeles. Underplantings of hellebores and 
spring bulbs help bind the shrub to the garden and can make a 
planting scheme feel more considered. Summer-flowering Clematis 
can also be grown over Chaenomeles, which is particularly useful 
when Chaenomeles is not in flower, especially if it is planted in 
a prominent position. The blue flowers of Clematis ‘Lasurstern’ 
work well, as do the yellow flowers of Clematis ‘Bill MacKenzie’, 


In autumn, shrubs 
produce fragrant fruits 
in shades of greenish- 
yellow, speckled with 
small dots 


Chaenomeles x superba 
‘Fire Dance’ 

This large, free-flowering 
selection makes a decent- 
sized, deciduous shrub. It 
will grow well in both sun 
and shade, but a sunny 
position will prompt 

a better display of flowers. 
1.5m x 1.5m. RHS H6, 
USDA 4a-8b. 


the seedheads of which look particularly 
good with the quince fruits. 

In autumn, the shrubs normally 
produce fragrant quince fruits in shades 
of greenish-yellow and speckled with 
small dots. They resemble malformed 
apples and are held tight to the stems, 
in many cases persisting after the foliage 
has been shed. They are quite bitter 
when raw, but can be cooked (with lots 
of sugar) to make quince jelly. 


Mat Reese is head gardener at Malverleys in Hampshire. 


Where to buy 

« Ashwood Nurseries Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West 
Midlands DY6 OAE. Tel 01384 401996, fashwoodnurseries.com 

* Burncoose Nurseries Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6B. 
Tel 01209 860316 burncoose.co.uk 


Where to see 

* Caerhays Estate Gorran, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 6LY. 

Tel 01872 501310) visit.caerhays.co.uk' 

* Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Kew, Richmond, London TW9 3AE. 
Tel 020 8332 5655,|kew.org’ 

* RHS Garden Wisley Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. 

Tel 01483 224234)rhs.org.uk 
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I thought it would be interesting to see 
if I could fill the ground layer with plants 
from early winter into spring 


hen James Hitchmough, world- 
renowned designer of naturalistic, 
often seed-sown planting schemes, 
turned his attention to his own 
suburban garden in Sheffield, his idea 
was to make a modified prairie full of South African and 
North American species. He had already cleared the plot 
of scrub, restored the existing glasshouse, added a potting 
shed, erected a green-roofed studio at the end of the 
garden and laid a diagonal path of Sheffield cellar flags. 
But it was only once he had finished co-designing 
London's Olympic Park in 2012 that he started planting 
here, with a border that flows around three old apple 
trees in the sunniest part of the lightly shaded garden. He 
spread a 10cm layer of coarse sand as a mulch, selected a 
palette of species that would create the close-knit, layered 
effect he wanted, and soon was looking out at an exciting 
kaleidoscope of colours and forms from May to November. 
However, once many of the taller plants entered 
dormancy, he found, like many garden owners, that the 
view was of a lot of “open nothingness” during the winter 
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months. “I thought it would be really interesting to see if 
I could fill space in the ground layer with plants that are 
present from late autumn and early winter into spring, 
and also to see if covering the soil would have a significant 
effect on the amount of weeding I had to do” His main 
concern was whether, if successful, the ground layer would 
cause problems for the species that would need to push 
through to form the taller summer layers. 

James's research into creating European woodland 
layers under North American tall prairie influenced 
his choice of species for the ground layer. “Ideally, you 
need plants of more or less equivalent vigour and space- 
dominating characteristics,’ he explains. “I tended to work 
with things that form a small, dinner-plate-sized blob; tight 
clump-formers that were quite predictable about where 
they go spatially. Because if you have things with endless 
spread, such as Vinca minor or Geranium macrorrhizum, 
in a couple of years that’s all you end up with? 

As with his bigger schemes, James works with ratios 
when planning the planting. “If you have nine planting [> 


To continue turn to page 61 


James’ spring plants 


1 Bulbinella latifolia Tall flower spikes that alleviate 
late-winter flatness. Foliage 60cm tall x 60cm wide, flowers 1m. 


2 Corydalis solida ‘Beth Evans’ An enthusiastic 
self-seeder. Foliage 15cm x 20cm, flowers 15cm. RHS H5*. 


3 Primula hybrid This oxlip and primrose hybrid has naturally 
arisen in James's garden. It has along flowering season, then 
conveniently abscises its abundant leafage from May onwards. 
Foliage 25cm x 25cm, flowers 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


4 Corydalis solida ‘George Baker’ Red flowers contrast well with 
creamy primulas. Forms neat domes and self-seeds abundantly. 
Foliage 25cm x 25cm, flowers 25cm. RHS H5. 


5 Primula ‘Hall Barn Blue’ Contrasts well with most colours but 
needs looking after as it lacks the vigour of the wild native primula. 
Foliage 10cm x 20cm, flowers 10cm. RHS H5. 

6 Pulmonaria Opal (= ‘Ocupol’) Pulmonarias work well in base 
layers. This spotty-leaved form, with sky-blue flowers, is neat and 
reliable. Foliage 15cm x 30cm, flowers 15cm. AGM*. RHS H6. 

7 Corydalis malkensis Early flowers are an attractive, distinctly 
white colour. Foliage 10cm x 10cm, flowers 10cm. AGM. RHS H5. 
8 Fritillaria raddeana Provides height in base layers but needs 
a warmer, sunnier site to flower regularly. Foliage 30cm x 20cm, 
flowers 75cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


James's spring plants continue on page 60. 


Spring to summer 


James planted the summer layers of the garden (right) 
first, ina matrix, asystem that maximises the available 
space. By doing so, he could be confident that the 
upper layers were well established before filling in the 
ground layer the following autumn. By July, the new 
summer canopy, with Kniphofia caulescens, Echinacea 
paradoxa and Echinacea pallida creating vertical 
accents, is in full swing. Most of the spring planting 

is dormant, with evergreens such as Omphalodes 
Cappadocica able to cope with shading from the 
summer plants. The ground-layer plants need light 
from October onwards so James cuts down most of 
the summer- and autumn-flowering plants. He leaves 
evergreen Kniphofia caulescens and South African 
grass Themeda triandra, which he trims to neat 
mounds, for winter structure. 
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James's spring plants 


9 Anemone blanda Good-value, long-flowering self-seeder. Foliage 
15cm x 15cm, flowers 15cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 

10 Primula vulgaris subsp. sibthorpii A Turkish form of the native 
primrose, with a very pleasing pastel-pink tone. Foliage 10cm x 
20cm, flowers 10cm. AGM. RHS H5. 

11 Romulea komsbergensis Very cold tolerant with enormous, 
crocus-like flowers. Foliage 10cm x 10cm, flowers 12cm. 

12 Corydalis solida ‘Purple Bird’ More dour in colour than the 
other corydalis in the scheme but works well with the predominant 
creamy yellows. Foliage 25cm x 25cm, flowers 25cm. 


13 Epimedium x versicolor ‘Cupreum’ A more mannerly form of 
this typically vigorous spreader, with pale-yellow flowers that have 
pink sepals. Foliage 30cm x 45cm, flowers 40cm. RHS H7. 


14 Pulmonaria ‘Blue Ensign’ A robust, well-behaved pulmonaria. 
It seeds around and the offspring are generally a very similar 
gentian blue. Foliage 25cm x 40cm, flowers 25cm. AGM. RHS H6. 


15 Tulipa turkestanica Star-like flowers with contrasting grey- 
green leaves. Foliage 20cm x 20cm, flowers 30cm. AGM. RHS H5. 
16 Scilla siberica ‘Spring Beauty’ Did best in shadier parts of the 
garden. Foliage 7.5cm x 7.5cm, flowers 10cm. RHS H6, USDA 2a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Miniature narcissi, suchas 

» Narcissus ‘Téte-a-téte’ are 
planted in clumps to add 
pools of golden yellow to the 
scheme. Taller forms would 
shade out other plants. 


It took just two years for the 
ground layer to knit together, 
thanks to abundant self-seeding 


[> spaces in a square metre, you would give just one of 
those spaces to something like Pulmonaria ‘Blue Ensign, as 
it makes a reasonably big canopy and is visually dominant, 
and perhaps three spaces to the smaller Primula ‘Hall Barn 
Blue; and so on, until all the spaces are occupied.” Primula 
elatior and Primula vulgaris were also planted in relatively 
low density, as plug plants, as James was confident that they 
would self-seed - which they have done, with gusto. 

Other key species include corydalis in shades of red, 
pink, purple, white and creamy white (C. malkensis). 
“Theyre fantastic for this system, as they have a long season 
and seed all over the place, and all the Corydalis solida 
types hybridise, so you get a range of new colours.’ Add to 
this the foliage of South African bulbs such as Bulbinella 
latifolia, Gladiolus tristis and Romulea komsbergensis, which 
emerges as early as October, creating mannerly pools of 
green before the first of the spring blooms appear — usually 
Iris histrioides, Iris reticulata and Crocus sieberi. 

It took just two years for the ground layer to knit 
together, thanks to abundant self-seeding of pulmonarias, 
crocuses, Anemone blanda and primulas. The rosettes of 


the primulas, present from the beginning of winter, 

were also very effective at reducing weeds, as James had 
hoped. Most of the later-flowering plants in the taller 
layers continued to emerge successfully, having multiplied 
under the leafy cover, except for the Echinacea purpurea, 
which is particularly palatable to slugs and snails. 

Embracing self-seeding plants meant developing 
a relaxed attitude to controlling colour. “Having two 
creamy-yellow primroses is a pretty good starting point, 
as they look fantastic with most other colours, from cerise 
Romulea komsbergensis to brick-red Corydalis solida 
‘George Baker’ But overall, to me, the spontaneous colour 
combinations are simply a joyous explosion of life?” 

James and his partner Sarah left Sheffield last summer, 
moving to a much bigger site in south Somerset. He’s 
looking forward to finding out if treasures such as the 
dwarf eremurus that made a shy appearance in the 
Sheffield plot will be much happier on the south-facing 
slope he is currently designing at his new garden. 0 

See more of James Hitchmough’s summer garden at 


gardensillustrated.com/hitchmoughgarden 
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HORTICULTURAL WHO’S WHO 


CHRIS TRIMMER 


The resourceful propagator in charge of the National Trust's Plant Conservation Centre on the 
challenges of climate change, future-proofing gardens and why heritage can never be hurried 


WORDS AMBRA EDWARDS PORTRAIT JUSTIN FOULKES 


magine,” says Chris Trimmer, “if everyone who visited the 

Mona Lisa broke a little bit of it off to take home as 

a souvenir.” That, apparently, is exactly what some have been 

doing to the Ankerwycke Yew, already some 1,700 years old 

when, in 1215, the Magna Carta was signed beneath its 

spreading branches. So for the past nine years, cuttings of 
this venerable yew have been growing on in the National Trust’s 
Plant Conservation Centre at a secret location in Devon. Some have 
been replanted close to their parent at Runnymede. Others remain 
in Devon, a long-term insurance policy, should the ancient tree - the 
oldest known tree on National Trust land - finally succumb. 

“Tt’s only Taxus baccata, so nota rare plant at all,” says Chris, “but 
what we are preserving is the genetic 
line. We are conserving the story of the 
plant - and that’s what makes it 
important. Plants are our living 
collection — just as significant as the 
paintings or furniture we conserve in 
our houses. Every plant here has a story, 
every one is a little bit of social history.” 

He points to the daffodils, no longer 
in commercial cultivation, that used 
to be grown in Cornwall for the 
cut-flower trade. There is a blood-red 
Gladiolus, a favourite of Gertrude 
Jekyll’s, thought to have been lost for 
decades, until a plant was discovered by 
chance on the Isle of Man. 

In his 30 years with the National 
Trust, Chris has propagated many tens 
of thousands of plants. But there’s still a 
thrill to perpetuating a collection made by one of the great plant 
hunters — Robert Fortune or EH Wilson or Frank Kingdon-Ward - 
pinpointing on Google Maps the exact spot where the original plant 
was collected. “Of course, it might not exist at that location any 
more. But we know it is conserved in our gardens.” 

Gardens, though, are not necessarily safe havens: as climate 
change alters our weather patterns, gardens are enduring more 
frequent and more violent storms. Storm Arwen ripped through the 
garden at Bodnant in North Wales in 2021, felling some 50 mature 
trees and decimating the rhododendron collection. So gardeners 
here, and throughout the country, are increasingly looking to Chris's 
team not only to replace lost plants but to future-proof the gardens. 
As important collections age, they become ever more vulnerable to 
damage and disease, and the collections will need renewing. For 
Chris, that presents another challenge: very often the material he is 
working with is at the very end of its life. “In a commercial nursery, 
you d say it was unviable, and throw it away.” 
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PLANTS ARE 
OUR LIVING 
COLLECTION. 
EVERY PLANT 
HERE HAS A 
STORY, EVERY 
ONE IS A BIT OF 
SOCIAL HISTORY 


Chris is one of those rare people who has always known exactly 
what he wanted to do. He started growing plants at 12 years old; by 
15, he had his first greenhouse. He always wanted to work in 
horticulture, and always wanted to move to the West Country. So, 
having put himself through college on a Youth Training Scheme, 
and thereafter secured a job at the prestigious John Innes Centre in 
Norfolk (working with a team of research scientists on plant 
genetics), he moved to Knightshayes in Devon at the age of 22, 
sidestepped employment as a general gardener, and began his career 
as a commercial propagator, selecting and growing plants for sale. 

A decade earlier, in 1982, the National Trust had set up a small 
conservation unit at Knightshayes. In 2009, Chris moved full-time 
from commercial to conservation 
work, relishing the challenge of 
propagating exceedingly rare plants, 
for which no textbooks had been 
written. He also used the knowledge he 
had gained at John Innes to introduce 
strict new biosecurity protocols, and 
when the vastly expanded unit moved 
to its current purpose-built site in 
2012, it was Chris who masterminded 
the design, to keep his precious plants 
as safe as humanly possible from 
contamination from the outside world. 

Here, behind high fences, are 
guarded some of the rarest plants on 
Earth - primeval conifers threatened in 
their countries of origin; five priceless 
un-named bulbs (there are only ten on 
the planet), single specimens of notable 
cultivars believed to be the only ones in existence. There are also 
plants being grown on for reintroduction to the wild, such as UK- 
native junipers where populations have been wiped out by 
phytophthora. (All incoming plants are quarantined, and tested for 
phytophthora with a kit that looks exactly like a Covid test.) 

Climate change is making his job harder. The weather windows 
for grafting are getting shorter. Diseases are spreading more 
rapidly. He is hoping to install a micropropagation unit (currently 
this is done offsite), the only way that material suspected of being 
diseased can be preserved. It can take ten, sometimes 20, years to 
get a viable plant. “But we're looking to the long term,” says Chris 
equably. “While the need to conserve our plant heritage is urgent, 
it’s a job that can’t be hurried.” 4 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about the work of the National Trust’s Plant 


Conservation Centre at|nationaltrust.org.u 
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VITRA SHOT BY MAREK IWICKI, PORTRAIT SHOT BY MARK 


Throughout along career, Dutch master 
Piet Oudolf has created many show- 
stopping landscapes and is still developing 
lush perennial schemes around the world. 
His legacy is celebrated in anew book, with 
insightful essays by those who have worked 
with, and been inspired by, him, alongside 

a selection of his intricate planting plans 


Above In 2021, Piet Oudolf received an Honorary Royal Designer for 
Industry award from the Royal Society of Arts in London, and he continues 
to work on projects, large and small, worldwide. His distinctive planting 
plans and drawings, informed by years of close observation, remain integral 
to his working process and are now considered works of art. He also keeps 
in touch with thousands of Instagram followers, sharing new projects and 
changes in his garden at Hummelo. 


Left As travel became increasingly difficult during the pandemic, 

Piet was kept busy in his studio. With the help of German landscape 
architect Bettina Jaugstetter, he was able to complete the planting at 

the Vitra Campus in southwest Germany. This ever-changing but 
precisely composed wilderness provides the perfect setting for 

a unique collection of exhibition spaces and architect-designed buildings. 
Turn to page 68 to see Piet’s detailed planting plan for this project. 
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Piet's planting plans and plant lists are not secret, unlike 
with most other designers; he publishes them both in 
books and online. Piet is surprisingly relaxed about the 
possibility that others might copy him, saying they are 
welcome to do so. But by the time any given design 
has been completed, Piet has long since moved on 
in his creative thoughts and visions, and never reuses 
exactly the same combination of plants. 

His real achievement is in elevating the work 
of designing with plants to a whole new level. He 
has brought perennials back into the consciousness 
of landscape architecture. Renowned garden 
designers are now being valued increasingly for their 
specialist knowledge, and are even being brought in 
on high-profile projects and accepted as equal partners 
among architects. Even galleries and museums have 
come to value plants as a design tool for their outdoor 
areas or even to include them directly in art projects, 
as at the Venice Biennale. 
This has all helped to elevate an Oudolf planting 
design to a work of art, one that can stand on its 
Own, as opposed to serving as an accessory or 
mere decoration. Piet Oudolf has thus succeeded in 
emancipating planting design as an art form in its own 
right, bringing it out of its niche and on to the big stage. 


Cassian Schmidt 


Director of Hermannshof garden, Germany. 
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Piet’s contagious enthusiasm reflects his experience 
and the generosity he has received, and is a legacy as 
important as the plants themselves. Certainly, walking 
with Piet in his garden is never a passive experience: 
as he runs his hands through the grasses overhanging 
the paths, he directs your attention to some uniquely 
beautiful seedhead before raising his phone to capture 
it. “There are still so many plants to discover,” Piet says, : 
with characteristic enthusiasm. Oia. 
It was always a pleasant surprise on taking Piet and 
his wife Anja a box of plants to hear the words, ‘I haven't 
grown that before”, and to think that our conversations 
were finding their place alongside those of Henk 
Gerritsen, Roy Diblik, Rob Leopold and the countless 
other gardeners who have informed this rare garden. It is 
inthis way that one can best understand Piet Oudolf, for 
as he says: “My relationship to plants is through people.” 


Jonny Bruce 


Gardener and writer. 
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Noma is one of the world’s most 
innovative restaurants. It is 
situated on a strip of land 
overlooking one of the many 
bodies of water that break up the 
city of Copenhagen. Planting by 
Piet lines each side of a long, 
straight path, with the buildings 
and greenhouses of the restaurant 
along one side and a backing of 
reeds and the water on the other. 
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The vast majority of people who know Piet’s work are spirals and squiggles — they have become accepted 
familiar with it from arrays of massed perennials and as artworks in their own right. The plans are, in a way, 
grasses. To create these plantings, he sketches and representative of the creative process of an artist — a . 
draws his designs using plans that until now have been process that is next to impossible to explain, in part 3 
seen only by aminority of his admirers. because the routes of the design method are many and 
So striking are these plans — done with coloured may vary greatly from one project to another. 2 
pencils, felt-tip pens and markers, and using a dense Inevitably, given the transitory nature of gardens in a 
language of annotation, including dots, dashes, general, and of perennial-based planting schemes in 8 
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Piet’s plans 


Piet’s planting plan for Vitra Campus, in southwest Germany 
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particular, these places will change over time, often of the natural world. Much as it went on to stimulate 
dramatically. The plans at least will preserve their avery wide range of design styles, we can speculate 
originator's thoughts and intentions for posterity. that Oudolf planting will also have a major and 

Looking at Piet’s planting in the broad sweep continuing influence on the nature-inspired planting 
of history, it can perhaps be best understood as of the future. 


representing a Stylisation of nature, much as the ; 
highly influential landscape movement of 18th-century Noel Kingsbut y 


England created a highly structured representation Plantsman and garden writer. 
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Most garden designers work in multi-disciplinary 
practices, but Piet has always preferred to work alone in 
his studio, collaborating externally with teams of multi- 
skilled professionals. Like all gardeners, he believes to 
share is to multiply. “The public projects allow me to 
share my work with a large number of people, while the 
private gardens are, well, private,” he says. He likes to 
think that all his gardens are a promise for the future, 
and “like a good marriage,” he says, “| want my planting 
designs to work together as they age.’ 

Piet has become the leading figure ina movement 
that promotes a more natural and resilient approach 
to urban landscape design. His understanding of how 
plants behave in different soils and climates makes 
his designs both distinctive and sustainable. As the 
gardening writer and historian Tim Richardson says, 
“Piet is an original thinker and a proselytiser for an 
attitude to planting rather than a ‘look’.” 

His work embraces and accepts the natural process 
of the life and death of plants and recognises how plants 
adapt to change, which is something we will all have to 
do if humankind is to preserve a peaceful and 
sustainable way of life in the future. 


Rosie Atkins 


Former Gardens Illustrated editor, who commissioned 
Piet's Best in Show garden (designed in collaboration 
with Arne Maynard) for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 2000. 
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ET This edited extract is taken 
Leg from the new book, Piet Oudolf 

at Work (Phaidon, £59.95). Written 
in close collaboration with Piet, 
this beautifully illustrated book 
offers a fresh insight into Piet's 
creative practice, showcasing many 
of his well-known gardens — from 
New York's acclaimed High Line 

to the newly planted Vitra Campus 
in Weil am Rhein, Germany. 


Top left Piet Oudolf’s home at Hummelo in the Netherlands, where 
he once had his nursery, and now has his studio and gardens. 


Top right One of his older projects, this planting is at Westerkade in 
Rotterdam, which Piet created in 2010. 


Bottom left The Hauser & Wirth Gallery on the Illa del Rei in Mahon harbour, 
Menorca, incorporates several outdoor exhibition areas and a small garden 
alongside the gallery. Here, Piet’s planting complements the sculpture Le Pére 
Ubu (1974) by Joan Miré and the old stone walls of the former naval hospital. 


Bottom right This low-lying, three-acre garden sits in front of the Nancy 
Brown Peace Carillon tower on Belle Isle on the Detroit River. It came about 
when a member of the Garden Club of Michigan wrote a fan letter, asking 
Piet to design a garden for Detroit. In this garden, which opened in August 
2021, curious visitors can identify individual plants by scanning QR codes. 
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Top purple crocuses 


1 Crocus concinnus 
A variable species with pale-lilac flowers and dark-purple 
feathering on the outer segments. Discovered in 2000 in the 
Antalya province of Turkey, it grows well in the garden or in pots. 
2 Crocus tommasinianus ‘Yalta’ 
Janis selected this hybrid from seedlings of C. tommasinianus 
seeds collected from Nikitsky Botanical Garden in Yalta, Crimea. 
He gave corms to Dutch nurseryman Jan Pennings to grow on 
and the cultivar is now widely available. 
3 Crocus nivalis ‘Tricolor’ 
This easy-to-grow and widely available form, with deep-purple 
petals and a fried-egg centre, originates from the Peloponnese 
Mountains of southern Greece. 
4 Crocus corsicus 
| The long, light-violet petals of this scented bloom have dark-purple 
+ stripes. Some stock was prone to infection but now virus-free 
| plants are available from Jim Archibald’s seed-grown stock. 


Top crocuses continue on page 75. See page 77 for details of heights, 
spreads and hardiness ratings. 
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Crocus king & 


Latvian grower Janis Ruksans has one of the 
world’s largest collections of bulbs, and is known 
to many for his crocus introductions 


WORDS STEPHANIE MAHON PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 
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anis Ruksans is not a name 
familiar to many gardeners, 
but it should be. The Latvian 
biologist owns one of the largest 
collections of bulbs, has two 
plants named after him and 
is the first recipient of the Sir 
Daniel Hall Award from the 
RHS Bulb Committee. But he is 
best known within horticultural circles 
as the king of crocus, devoted to this most 
diminutive of early spring wonders. 
His love of plants began back when 
he was a tween, when he would walk his 
local woods and fields seeking unusual 
wildflowers to study, especially the 
blooms of bulbous plants. “When I was 
young, I collected absolutely any bulb. 
If it was a bulb, that was all I needed. 
Some people like roses, some people like 
dahlias. I just like bulbs and especially 
bulbs that you plant in autumn. They 
are long lasting — you can grow them for 


years — and they're early, blooming with 
bright flowers in spring” 

His first crush was tulips, followed by 
daffodils, corydalis and some other small 
bulbs. But when he found crocus, it was 
the start of a lifelong passion. “It was in 
a rockery at gardening college that I first 
saw a crocus,” he says. “I was so surprised 
by this tiny beauty, and fell in love.” This 
love affair spawned the definitive tome 
on the genus, the monograph The World 
of Crocuses, in 2017, which Janis has just 
updated with a supplement featuring 
many new types and growing tips. Over 
his career, he has written four other books 
and run a horticultural magazine, as well 
as working at Latvia's national botanical 
garden. In 1991, he opened his Rare Bulbs 
nursery, northeast of Riga, which he still 
runs with his wife Guna, a perennials 
specialist, and peony expert Liga Popova. 

Back then, Janis grew most of his stock 
in open ground outside in a one-acre 


~ 


field, and at the height of his collection 
grew more than 6,500 varieties. Many 
were rare, new or unknown in cultivation, 
propagated from those he collected in 
various wild crocus growing areas of 
Europe and Central Asia. A recent bout 
of downsizing has resulted in a leaner 
collection of about 4,500, now housed in 
pots under cover in two polytunnels. 

Unusually when it comes to bulbs, 
Janis tends to grow his stock from seed. 
“T always prefer multiplying from seed, 
because then you can get much healthier, 
hardier stock, which is better adapted to 
your conditions. It can take two or three 
generations sometimes — you collect a 
plant somewhere and perhaps it is poor 
grower, but if you sow the seeds of the 
next generation and the next generation, 
you may find, suddenly, that it will 
start to grow strong. You've made a 
natural selection for your conditions, 
of just those types that are the > 
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Top white crocuses 


1 Crocus ruksansii 
This striking crocus has the palest interior, with purple-red veining 
onthe outside. It was first described by Ukrainian bulb specialist 
Dr Dimitri Zubov, who named it after Janis. This particular strain 
is from Karpathos Island, Greece. 
2 Crocus abantensis 
A relatively new species that was found in Turkey's 
Bolu Province. The white to pale-blue blooms have 
an eye-catching, yellow centre. 
3 Crocus x jessoppiae 
Hardier than its beautiful looks belie, this is a good grower that 
will multiply ina sunny spot. Selected from plants sown by 


EA Bowles and gifted to his friend Euphemia Jessopp. 
9 Crocus heuffelianus ‘Carpathian Wonder’ 
Raised by Janis, this lovely introduction in pure white has a notable 
purple bat-shaped squiggle on its outer tips, and yellow stigmas. 
All cultivated plants are strains and so are variable. 


Top crocuses continue on page 77, along with details of heights, 
spreads and hardiness ratings. 
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they are better growers.” 

When it comes to crocuses, this proves 
tricky, as the plants bloom at a time of 
year when, in Latvia, the ground is still 
covered in snow, and there are few natural 
pollinators on the wing. This is why Janis 
grows under cover and has to do the 
painstaking work of hand pollinating his 
collection, methodically moving through 
his polytunnels with paintbrush in hand. 

He used to breed new cultivars but 
these days is more interested in wild 
species and their forms, so although he 
does end up creating some new hybrids 
through these methods, he stresses that 
they are completely unintentional. 

All of this work bulking up his stock 
is to one end - to get back to the wild. 
“Tm not a businessman,’ he says. “I 
sell bulbs to fund my plant hunting 
expeditions to the mountains.” When it 
comes to where he chooses to explore, 
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there is one criteria. “I could go to 
somewhere like Egypt, or on a beach 
holiday, but what would I do? For me, 
there is just one question: are there 
crocuses? If yes, then I will go there?” 

Last year, he went on several trips 
with friends and groups that resulted 
in the identifying of eight new species 
of crocuses. “You can find unexpected 
things on almost any trip. You are not 
always there when the crocuses are 
blooming, so you have to identify them 
by the leaves, and you don’t know what 
you are collecting. So you collect some 
corms, bring them home and then one 
or two years later they bloom, and often 
it is a very nice surprise.” 

Janis had planned to go to Iran this 
year, but with the current political 
turmoil there, he had to cancel, and he’s 
not sure when his next expedition will 
be. “I'm always telling my wife that this 
is my last trip, and she laughs,” he says. 


“She doesn't believe me, because I have 
been saying this for ten years.” 

It is a similar story with his nursery 
sales. At the age of 76, Janis has reduced 
his offering from 700 to just over 350 
different kinds of bulb, and declared 
that 2023 would be his final year to create 
a catalogue for online orders, but admits 
he doesnt really know if this is true and 
will decide for sure in December. 

The nursery still opens several times 
a year, starting with a day in March to 
view the crocuses in flower. “Since they 
are the first bulbs that create that must-see 
display of colours in the dark days of 
winter, while there is still snow on the 
ground outside, people are very joyful 
to see them, and the coming of spring” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Janis’s 2023 catalogue is now closed to 
new orders, but you can find details of the 


nursery open days at{rarebulbs.lvj 


Top yellow crocuses 


1Crocus gargaricus 
Large, early flowers in the most vibrant orange-yellow 
shade of any crocus. 
2 Crocus ancyrensis ‘Eldorado’ 

Lithuanian nurseryman Eugenius Dambrauskas selected 
this strong-growing, sunny-coloured hybrid, which 
produces masses of flowers. As it is sterile, it is best 

propagated by splitting. 
3 Crocus ‘Little Amber’ 

This sterile cultivar has mustard blooms with thin, deep-purple 
striping on the exterior. Lithuanian bulb grower Leonid 
Bondarenko crossed C. reticulatus and C. angustifolius to create 
this hardy, early blooming type. 

This species has a distinctive, open-based form and richly 

hued yellow flowers that appear early with the foliage. 
( Most crocuses have a height and spread 


of between 7cm and 15cm. Most of those featured 
have a hardiness ratings of RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
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Outside thinking 


We meet three of the garden innovators whose fresh approach 
to growing is helping to change the horticultural landscape 


WORDS MOLLY BLAIR 


The full-service allotments 


Roots Allotments is a new allotment scheme in Bath offering fully serviced, 
no-dig, veg-growing spaces. Soon to be expanding into other UK cities, 


. it’s tearing up the rule book of traditional allotments 


Ed Morrison started growing vegetables when 
he lived with his grandmother in Devon during 
the first Covid lockdown of 2020. “It was super- 
fulfilling,” he says, “to be in touch with nature, to be 
outside, to get your hands in the soil when the world 
was so crazy.’ When he moved back to London after 
lockdown, this was a feeling he couldn't shake off. 

Meeting up with old friends, Will Gay and 
Christian Samuel, for a game of squash or a couple 
of pints, he couldn't stop talking about growing. 
“Tve just been obsessed with it since I started” Will 
agreed that growing things in his tiny back garden 
in south London had also boosted his wellbeing 
during the pandemic, and the three friends decided 
to get an allotment together. 

On discovering that the local council waiting 
list for an allotment in their area was 28 years long, 
they started to dig a little deeper. They realised 
that the story was the same across the UK. More 
than 150,000 people were on a waiting list for an 
allotment and over half of councils had their waiting 
lists closed to new applicants. 

With Will's agricultural background, Christian's 
knack for business and Ed’s obsession with growing 
and no-dig gardening, they set about finding a 
solution to this problem. The project moved quickly 
- within a few months, Ed and Will had moved 
to Bath and founded their first allotment site on a 
disused piece of land on Will's family farm. 

“This is much more than just a normal allotment,’ 
says Will. They wanted to bring something new to 
the market. Roots is committed to creating modern 
allotments, that allow people with hectic lives to 
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access the benefits of growing and spending time 
in nature. Plots range from the 12-square-metre 
Micro Patch (£9.99 a month) to the 108-square- 
metre Group Patch (£49.99 a month). They've had 
some push-back on their model, with critics saying 
their prices are too high in comparison with council 
allotments, but they’re quick to respond that their 
sites are run along different lines. 

“You're quite beholden to a council allotment,’ 
says Will. “You can't go on holiday without being 
worried about it” But when you get a plot with 
Roots, you're provided with a ready-to-plant bed, 
seeds, an on-site tool shed, plug plants, an online 
advice and social hub, and regular community 
events. A patch manager looks after each location 
and is on hand to give advice and facilitate events, 
as well as providing extra services, such as watering 
and weeding, when you go on holiday. By removing 
some of the barriers to growing, the team hopes to 
open up ‘grow your own opportunities to more 
people living in cities. 

The flagship site opened at Tuckers Meadow 
in Bath last spring and by June, Roots had already 
sold all of their plots. This month Roots opens 
its second site in Bristol and has plans to expand 
beyond the South West. With their simple ethos 
of no-dig, no chemicals and good vibes, Roots 
Allotments could be building a new community 
of allotmenteers in a city near you very soon. 


To find out more about Roots Allotments, 


visitLrootsallotments.com|or follow 


on Instagram @rootsallotments 


| ROOT 


Allotments 


1 (from left to right) Friends Ed Morrison, Will Gay and 
Christian Samuel, founders of Roots Allotments. 

2 As part of the Festival of Growth, organised by Roots 
Allotments last year, members take part in a sound bath 
in the surrounding wildflower meadow. 3 No-dig pioneer 
Charles Dowding opens the Roots Allotments site in 
Bath. Allotment holders have access to the Roots Learn 
app with no-dig advice from Charles. 4 Pete, a member 
of Roots Allotments in Bath at his plot. 5 The eight-acre 
site at Tuckers Meadow, on the edge of Bath, is Roots 
Allotments’ flagship site, and holds 310 plots. 
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1 Michael Kennard atop some of the reclaimed 30-litre 
buckets he uses to collect food waste. He adds a 
handful of bokashi, a micro-organism that pre-digests 
and ferments food waste, to each bucket he hands out. 
2 Collected waste is left to ferment in its sealed bucket 
(with more bokashi added) for three weeks before it’s 
transferred to a hot compost tumbler for another three 
weeks. 3 Michael empties one of his composters. The 
compost then spends time in a Johnson-Su bioreactor, 
before curing for two to six weeks. 4 The end product, 
filled with a diversity of beneficial micro-organisms. 
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I don't actually make the 


compost. 


1ust create 


the conditions that allow 
the micro-organisms 
to do their work 


The Compost Club 


Compost Club, a social enterprise founded and run by Michael Kennard, 
collects members’ food waste every three weeks, and returns nutrient-rich 
compost containing living micro-organisms for their gardens in spring 


Michael Kennard used to think that the best 
we could do for the planet was to “be the least 
bad”. That was until he dived into the world of 
permaculture, regenerative growing and _ soil 
health. Now, he sees sustainability as a minimum 
requirement for any business. “We can actually 
make things better if we live well? he says. 

Michael is on a mission to change the way 
people see waste and introduce them to a natural 
nutrient cycle whereby their food waste becomes 
compost, which helps them grow more food, 
which becomes more food waste. And so the cycle 
continues. “Waste is a human idea,” he says, “and 
it’s a terrible idea” 

His concept fora community composting scheme 
came about when Michael found that he was unable 
to produce enough compost for his market garden, 
in Lewes, East Sussex, on his own. After trying out 
all of the commercially available organic composts 
to make up the deficit, he was at a loss. Intuitively, 
he felt that the product he was buying wasn't what 
he needed. He started learning about the soil food 
web and bought himself a microscope. “I found that 
although commercial compost is made of organic 
matter, it’s basically sterile - there's nothing living in 
there. That's the case across the board” 

He realised that to get the quality he was after, 
he would have to start making his own compost 
- although, as he points out, “I don't actually 
make it. I just create the conditions that allow the 
micro-organisms to do their work” 

Friends and neighbours were keen to donate 
their waste - the local council in Lewes doesnt 


offer a food-waste collection service, so there 
were a lot of people who were eager to find 
a sustainable way of disposing of their waste. Before 
he knew it, Michael was being offered more food 
waste than he needed. Not wanting to turn it down, 
the idea for Compost Club was born. 

Club members pay a monthly subscription to 
have their food waste collected every three weeks 
in Michael’s electric van. They can opt to have 
either one or three buckets of compost returned 
to them in the spring (£12 or £16 a month, 
respectively) or they can choose to donate their 
share to community growing projects, which 
works well for those without a garden or any 
houseplants. A little goes a long way too — two- 
and-a-half litres is enough to treat six square 
metres of growing space. 

Currently, Michael collects food waste from 180 
homes. Excess compost is up for sale to members 
of the public and can be delivered with plastic-free 
shipping across the UK. 

He also hopes to expand — his work energises 
him and has fostered a sense of what he calls 
“joyful service”. He’s particularly keen to spend 
more time running workshops to spread the 
Compost Club ethos of healthy soil, healthy plants, 
healthy people. “By empowering individuals and 
communities to make compost for themselves, 
I can have a bigger reach,” he says. 


To find out more about Compost Club or to 


purchase its compost, visit}|compostclub.online 


or follow on Instagram @compost.club 
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The idea is to grow the 
right flowers at the right 
time, avoid growing too 
many, and nurture the 
ones that you have 


The grow-along subscription 


The Cut Flower Patch is a seed subscription service that helps people to sow, 
grow and harvest their own cut flowers, providing six new varieties to sow every 
other month, along with detailed growing instructions and video guides 


Although Helen Fox has always loved her garden, 
she used to just “shoot down to the garden centre 
and buy stuff in pots and stick them in the ground”. 
Then in 2018 she was diagnosed with cancer. Her 
busy schedule, which involved a lot of travelling 
for work, suddenly changed, and she found herself 
spending a lot more time at home. 

“I created a different relationship with the 
garden during that time,” she says. “I got much 
more interested in growing things myself” While 
she was undergoing cancer treatment, the garden 
offered some solace. “When you are ill and you're 
not sure about your future, seeing things growing 
is really quite life-affirming,” she says. 

When she'd finished the treatment, Helen 
decided to give up work and bought herself a 
greenhouse as a retirement present. She had 
previously spent a lot of money on cut flowers, 
and was keen to grow more blooms herself, 
as supermarket offerings often fell short of 
expectations. “They don't last terribly long, 
they're often imported and they dont smell 
particularly good. A lot of them have no scent at 
all” she says. 

After a few initial disasters trying to grow 
from seed, she joined a subscription service. 
“T really enjoyed that and started to learn a lot, 
but it closed down after a couple of months and 
I couldn't find a suitable alternative.” So, rather 
than waste any more time, Helen seized the 
opportunity to create a subscription service of 
her own. “I realised that what you need to do 
is grow the right flowers at the right time, 
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avoid growing too many, and nurture the ones 
that you have” 

The Cut Flower Patch enables people to grow 
flowers from seed throughout the year with Helenr’s 
guidance. Every two months, members receive a box 
(priced at £14.95) containing six different varieties 
to sow, with plans to help them grow according to 
their space, and access to written and video tutorials. 
Boxes can also be purchased individually (£17.95). 
The idea is for people to be growing the same thing 
at the same time. “Members get a lot of pleasure 
from seeing other people’s successes, and they can 
learn from other peoples failures as well” 

Helen hopes to show people what they can do 
with a small space too. “In the first year I was able 
to keep flowers in the house from April to October 
with a metre-by-metre patch,” she says. 

Members have signed up from all corners of 
the UK, from Cornwall to Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. The business is still fairly new and Helen 
is looking forward to seeing how it will progress. 
She has plenty of plans for the future, including 
establishing a community Facebook group so 
that members can interact with one another, and 
providing resources to help people organise their 
own seed swaps within their local area. 0 


To find out more about The Cut Flower Patch, 
visit|thecutflowerpatch.co.ukjor follow on 
Instagram @the_cutflowerpatch. 

The Cut Flower Patch donates £1 from every box 
sold to Make 2nds Count, a charity that supports 
people living with secondary breast cancer. 


1 Flowers growing in Helen Fox's Birmingham garden 
demonstrate just how much you can grow in a small 
cut-flower bed. 2 Helen loves to press many of the 
flowers in her garden, including (clockwise from top 
left) Icelandic poppy (Papaver nudicaule), larkspur 
(Delphinium ambiguum), cornflower (Centaurea 
cyanus) and love-in-a-mist (Nigella damascena). 

3 Helen sends out all of her seed boxes with 

a handmade label decorated with a selection of her 
pressed flowers. 4 Helen with a colourful selection 


of cut flowers fresh from her cutting patch. 
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Camellia japonica ‘Ave Maria’ 


Favoured for its soft-pink, formal, 
double flowers, th compet 
upright growth that matures into 

a neat, rounded bush. It flowers 
early — from February to March. 
2.5-4m x 1.5-2.5m. AGM*. RHS H5t. 


Nurseryman Tim Carter 
has amassed a huge 
collection of different 
kinds of Camellia in 

his Essex garden. 


Captivating camellias! 


Tim! Carter is a passionate collector of many different plants but in 
* sprfhg he is drawn to one especially beautiful, blowsy bloom 


WORDS PAULA McWATERS PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


im Carter has worked 
in horticulture for 
45 years, and when 
he develops a passion 
for a particular plant 
group, he goes all 
out. He has many 
different specialist 
collections at Long House Plants - the 
nursery and garden he has run on his 
wife Jean’s family farm near Romford in 
Essex since 2006 — but at this time of year, 
it is the camellia collection that captures 
his attention. “I love everything about 
them and couldn't possibly pick out just 
one favourite,’ he says. “I value them all 


for their versatility. The fact that there is 
such a wide range of colours, shapes and 
forms is very appealing to me.” He has 
also been delighted by how well they do 
on his Essex clay. “They thrive in this area 
despite it being such a dry part of the UK” 
One point he is at pains to make is that 
he finds camellias a lot easier than people 
give them credit for. “OK, so they do need 
an acid soil, and you would certainly 
struggle on a chalky one, but as long as 
it's not a desert or a bog and you can give 
them some shade, they will generally be 
fine” He doesn't tend to feed his as the 
clay soil here is rich and nutritious. Nor 
does he fuss unduly about exposure to 
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early morning sun. “An often-quoted 
complaint about them is that the flowers 
spoil and go brown when they thaw 
quickly after frost, but I find that’s usually 
a temporary blip as there are always fresh 
new buds to come the following day.” If 
you do think that frost and thaw is likely 
to be an issue for you, Tim points out 
that damage shows up less on red- 
flowered blooms than on paler ones. 


Tim has about 150 cultivars, mostly of 


Camellia japonica, which offer maximum 
diversity, and Camellia x williamsii, the 
second most popular group, which can 
take more shade than japonicas and [> 


To continue turn to page 88 


Tims favourite camellias 


Continued from page 84 


2 Camellia x williamsii ‘Les Jury’ Bred by the Jury family in New Zealand, this 
is a Superb, true red, double to rose-form double, which flowers from March to 
April. Columnar at first then spreading. 2.5-4m x 1.8-2.4m. AGM. RHS H5. 

3 Camellia japonica ‘Vittorio Emanuele II’ From March to April, rose-pink, 
formal double flowers are subtly streaked with red, against finely serrated 
leaves. An open, upright habit as it matures. 2.5-4m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 

4 Camellia ‘Inspiration’ Floriferous, hardy and reliable, this hybrid has deep 
rose-pink, semi-double flowers from January to April (early to late). It grows into 
a large, erect, dense shrub. 2.5-4m x 1.5-2.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 

5 Camellia japonica ‘Tom Thumb’ The large, mid-pink, formal double flowers 
(from March to April) are distinguished by their white margins, while its dense, 
dark-green leaves are finely serrated. 1.8m x 1.5-2m. AGM. RHS H5. 

6 Camellia japonica ‘San Dimas’ Its dark-red, semi-double flowers with 
prominent golden-yellow stamens bloom from January to March, attracting 
early bees. It has a dense upright habit that matures to a rounded bush. 
2.5-4m x 1.5-2.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 

7 Camellia japonica ‘Black Tie’ An American cultivar that has very dark-red, 
formal double flowers from March to April. Its flowers can get a bit lost, unless 
it's sited well. Growth tends to be dense and bushy. 1.5-1.8m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 
8 Camellia x williamsii ‘Mirage’ Free-flowering from February to April, this 
bright rose-red, semi-double with yellow anthers is popular with early bees. 
Its growth is upright and fairly open. 2-4m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 

9 Camellia japonica ‘Bob Hope’ Bred in California, and named for the 
Hollywood star, this relatively large shrub with upright growth has brilliant red, 
semi-double flowers from February to April. 2.5-4m x 1.5-2.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 


Tim's favourite camellias continue on facing page. 
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Camellia japonica 
‘Adelina Patti’ 

Named after a famous soprano, 
this has single, cup-shaped, 
veined, rosy-pink flowers, edged 
with wt agen stamens, 
from March pril. Slightly 


spreading in habit. 1.5-2.5m x 
1.5-2.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 


Favourite camellias 
continue on page 89. 


edium to large evergreen 
can grow to around 2-4m tall 
2-3m wide over time and the heights 
and spreads quoted are averages. 
All cultivars of Camellia japonica and 
illiamsii can be early, mid or 
> , flowering as early as January 
and as late as the end of April. They are 
hardy in most parts of the UK and are 
reliable with glossy, evergreen foliage and 
showy flowers in a diverse range of forms 
and shapes, and in colours that range 
from white through pinks to dark reds. 
As woodland plants, Tim recommends 
positioning them in a shaded or semi- 
shaded area of the garden; this will 
encourage better, darker foliage. (If you 
want a camellia for a sunnier position, 
he recommends choosing an autumn- 
flowering Camellia sasanqua cultivar.) 
They need moisture-retentive, well- 
drained soil that is acid to neutral and Tim 


grow camellias 


finds that they thrive in his Essex clay. _ 

If you have a chalky soil you can opt 

to grow them in containers filled with 
ericaceous compost, mixed with 10-20 
per cent ericaceous topsoil for added 
weight and moisture retention. To reduce 
the chance of frost damage, it is generally 
regarded as best to avoid planting 
camellias where the blooms will 

catch the early morning sun. 

The ideal time to prune camellias is 
directly after they have flowered and they 
can tolerate pretty hard pruning — cutting 
back all shoots by a third, for instance. 
This will stimulate new growth from the 
base, although Tim warns that you should 
be prepared to lose flowers for the next 
one to two years if you cut very hard. 

You can propagate by taking semi-ripe 
or hardwood cuttings from midsummer 
to late winter. Protect young plants from 
frost, especially in pots. 
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[> tend to drop their flowers when they 
are over, rather than hold on to them. 
“Actually, one of the joys of camellias for 
me is when the petals drop and cover the 
ground with colour — that has its own 
charm and beauty,’ he says. “I'm happy 
to milk every bit of ornamental value a 
camellia has to offer.’ For autumn flowers 
he has a small collection of Camellia 
sasanqua, which grow happily in a fairly 
sunny position. He is also collecting a 
few Higo hybrids, which originate from 
the old Higo province (now Kumamoto 
Prefecture) in Japan. The flowers are 
usually single, and flat or saucer-shaped, 
and the very particular petal and stamen 
arrangement is similar to that of the 
Japanese ornamental apricot Prunus 
mume, which he grows alongside them. 
Tim grows his camellias in a grove in 
his garden to fit in as many as possible 
and admits he has planted them too close 
together. Their primary purpose, apart 
from offering him cutting material to 
grow on and sell, is as a plant library. He 


loves to study their blooms and growth 
habits and pass that knowledge on to his 
customers. “Unfortunately, many people 
believe that camellias flower for a very 
short time but that’s because they usually 
buy later-flowering ones. Choose early 
flowering ones instead and you'll find they 
can flower for up to three months.” Early 
single cultivars with accessible stamens 
also offer an invaluable food source for 
bees out foraging on warm winter days. 
Tim’s customers often ask him for 
evergreen shrubs to provide screening 
for privacy and camellias are ideal, 
particularly some of the faster-growing 
ones that can look quite tall and narrow 
when you buy them. If you want to grow 
a few different camellias together, Tim 
recommends grouping similar flower 
shapes to give a harmonious effect. They 
vary from shallow flat or cup-shaped 
singles, through semi-doubles, anemone-, 
peony- and rose-forms, to formal 
doubles (which have lots of rows of neatly 
overlapping petals) and irregular doubles. 


Colour is a consideration too, as they 
range from pure whites and soft, subtle 
pinks to quite brash crimson reds. He also 
likes to see them grown as stand-alone 
specimens, and to leave open ground 
around them to show off a variety that 
offers an attractive petal fall. In mixed 
borders their glossy leaves work well 
alongside pittosporums and hydrangeas, 
and provide a good backdrop for other 
flowers, particularly roses. 

Despite Tim's obvious passion for 
camellias, he plays down his knowledge 
of them. “I’m not an expert, I'ma 
nurseryman growing a collection - you 
could say I’m captivated by them.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Long House Plants, Noak Hill, 
Romford, Essex RM4 1LD. Tel 01708 
371719. Web longhouseplants.com 
Open Nursery opens March — September, 
Friday —Saturday and Bank Holidays, 
10am-5pm; Sunday, 1Oam-4pm. See 
website for garden opening times. 


a 
\we” Tim grows his camellidStogéether to study 


their growth habits and blooms, and 


> doesn’t mind when they are touched by => 


frost. Here, a Selection of Camellia japonica 
range incolour from the pure white of 
‘Edelweiss’ through the subtle pinks 

of ‘Carter’s Sunburst; ‘Debutante’ and 
‘Tom Thumb; to the crimson-red of 
‘Vittorio Emanuele II’ in the centre. 


; 


Tim’s favourite camellias 


11 Camellia japonica ‘Tinker Bell’ Bred by Nuccio’s Nurseries in California, 
this bushy, upright shrub has anemone-form flowers with single, pale-pink 
petals and a ruffle of double, pink petals in the centre. 1-1.5m x 1-1.5m. RHS H5. 
12 Camellia japonica ‘Alba Simplex’ Hardy, reliable and long-established, this 
open upright bush bears simple, medium-size, white flowers with golden 
stamens from February to March. 2-3m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 
13 Camellia japonica ‘Margaret Davis’ An Australian introduction, and one of 
Tim's favourites, with creamy-white double or loose peony-form flowers edged 
with pink, from March to April. Upright growth. 2-3m x 1.5-2.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 
14 Camellia japonica ‘Mabel Blackwell’ An early cultivar with white peony-form 
flowers tinged with soft pink. Vigorous upright growth. 2-3m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 
15 Camellia japonica ‘Erin Farmer’ The flowers of this early cultivar are 
simple, white peony form, flushed with soft pink around golden stamens. 
Grows into an upright open bush. 2.5-3.5m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 
16 Camellia japonica ‘Kick-off’ Bred by Nuccio’s Nurseries in California, this 
large, pale-pink peony-form, streaked with deeper pink, blooms from February 
to March. Its habit is vigorous, compact and upright. 2-4m x 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5. 
17 Camellia japonica ‘Desire’ This is a large-flowered cultivar that blooms 
from February to March. Shaded from pink to white, the formal double 
flowers are quite sensitive to temperature. Its habit is upright 
and open. 2.5-4m x 1.45-2.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 
18 Camellia ‘Brushfield’s Yellow’ Bred in Australia, this anemone form has 
white petals around a ruffled, pale primrose centre from March to April. It is 
quite vigorous with a compact bushy habit. 2.5-4m x 3.5m. AGM. RHS H5. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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News, garden design insight and sourcebook 


TAKING TO THE WATER 


A 126-acre, coal-ash dumping ground 


and former fish farm in the city of Nanchang, 


China, has been transformed into a floating garden that can absorb storm water as well 


as providing an immersive space for visitors to explore nature via a network of boardwalks 


and platforms. Designed by Turenscape, Fish Tail Park contains numerous islets created 


from recycled coal ash mixed with soi 


from the fish-pond dykes. The islets are planted 


with tree species such as Taxodium distichum and Metasequoia glyptostroboides that can 


withstand fluctuating water levels and also provide striking autumn foliage. The shorelines 


are planted with perennial and annua 


wetland plants. turenscape.com 
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Stylish Metal Pergolas 


Starting from just £1,287 + VAT™ 


- Available in Grey or White 
+ 3x3 & 3x4m sizes 

- With or without sides 

- Free next day delivery 


Use code GARDENS5 
for 5% off your pergola 


*Listed price includes 5% discount and is correct at time of publication 
www.londonstone.co.uk L 

® 
Image supplied by Adam Vetere & JJH Landscapes London Stone 
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WORLD WITHIN 
A COURTYARD 


Clementine Blakemore Architects 
has transformed a collection of 
derelict farm buildings framing an 
empty courtyard at Lower Wraxall in 
Dorset into fully accessible holiday 
accommodation, with community 
space for workshops such as yoga 
and art classes. A coppice nuttery 
leads into a courtyard garden created 
by Hortus Collective, featuring private 
terraces for outdoor eating and 
layered perennial planting with an 
informal structure of shrubs and 
trees. A wheelchair-accessible 
boardwalk leads through an orchard 
to the riverbank |wraxallyard.co.uk; 


BREATH OF 
FRESH AIR 


An abandoned courtyard at 
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth, 

has been transformed into a walled 
flower garden for the use of ICU 
patients, their families and clinical 
staff. Designed by BBC gardening 
presenter and wheelchair user 
Mark Lane, the garden is accessed 
through a garden room that doubles 
as a therapy space. Mixed-height 
planting provides a richly textured, 
woodland-style garden with pops of 
colour. Specialist equipment allows 
ventilated and critically ill patients to 
experience the changing seasons in 


the fresh air. marklanedesigns.co 
plymouthhospitals.nhs.u' 


(3) TREELESS 
TREEHOUSE 


Architecture studio De Matos Ryan's 


solution for a treeless family garden 
in London where the children longed 
for a treehouse has been selected by 
online design magazine Dezeen as 
one of its top ten architecture 
projects of 2022. The 4.1m-high, 
tower-shaped treehouse, made from 
slatted timber sections, soars above 
the garden in place of a tree. Arope 
ladder links the two levels inside, and 
a skylight floods the interior with 
natural light. The exterior is fitted 
with a stainless steel cable lattice to 
allow the tower to be gradually 
covered with climbing plants. 


dematosryan.co.uk 
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DESIGN 


THE SOUL 


Asensory garden plays an important 
therapeutic role at anew care home 
for people with dementia in Bromley, 
Kent. Designed by Andy Pringle of 
LUC consultancy, the garden at KYN 
Bickley is enclosed by a low picket 
fence and contains scented plants 
such as thyme, jasmine and 
rosemary. Paths framed by pergolas 
wind through the planting, with raised 
beds enabling those with reduced 
mobility to garden. The wider gardens 
that wrap around the building include 
lawns, private terraces where 
residents can grow their own plants, 
an orchard and formal herbaceous 


borders. kyn.co.uk 


DESIGN 


@ GREEN HEART 
FUELS NEW LIFE 


Work is starting this year on the 
creation of a ‘Green Heart’ for 
Nottingham city centre, as part 
of the regeneration of the 
Broad Marsh area led by the 
Greater Broad Marsh Advisory 
Group and designer Thomas 
Heatherwick. The first phase of 
its greening will see an area 
previously occupied by part of 
the shopping centre planted 
with trees and other plants. 

An expanse of urban wetland 
will capture, slow and filter 


rainwater, and will be traversed 
by paths and furnished with 
several benches, including 
what is believed to be the 
longest bench in the UK, made 
from concrete with exposed 
aggregate to resemble the 
texture and layers of geological 
strata. heatherwick.com; 
mynottinghamnews.co.uk! 
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© CALL OF THE WILD 


Anew garden has been designed for Demelza Children’s Hospice, Kent, the first hospice to 
be provided with a bespoke garden by charity Greenfingers 24 years ago. The new garden, 
designed by Fisher Tomlin & Bowyer, uses existing trees in another part of the grounds to 
create a woodland wildlife safari on two levels. A network of paths leads to play activities, and 
an ant walk and wildlife highway. A covered wildlife house for outdoor play on rainy days 
contains what will be the largest bug hotel in Kent. It is hoped that construction on the 
garden can begin this summer.\greenfingerscharity.org.uk 


GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


Garden Masterclass is Annie Guilfoyle and Noel Kingsbury and we offer 
a unique education portal for garden and landscape people. 


We seek out experts and innovators, whether well-known or waiting to be discovered. With them 


we organise live one-day workshops in garden venues up and down the British Isles. 
° 


Many of these are recorded, allowing others to share in the experience. 
° 
We produce educational webinars, the recordings of which are available from our website. 
We commission films about See gardens and their creators. 

° 

Our membership scheme gives access to exclusive live and web-based events, discounts on webinars and 

recordings and access to an extensive online library of garden programming in video and podcast format. 
° 

Some of what we do is free! Thursday Garden Chat is our weekly public service broadcast to the 


global garden community, 69m London time. All are recorded for YouTube and website viewing. 
oa 


We have over one hundred hours of recorded webinars and free public viewing 
along with over seventy hours viewing exclusively for our members. 


Here are just some of our world class contributors: 
Piet Oudolf, Dan Pearson, Jacqueline van der Kloet, Prof James Hitchmough, Caroline Jackson, Tom Stuart-Smith, Rosy Hardy, 
Midori Shintani, Panayoti Kelaides, Jason Ingram, Brigitte Girling, Miguel Urquijo, Lisa Roper, Neil Lucas, Sarah Price, Pradip Krishen, 
Prof Nigel Dunnett and many, many more... 


All dates and information are correct at time of going to press. 
Please check our website for all up to date information and events or contact us by email: ae ae ee 
gardenmasterclass.org) || gardenmasterclass@gmail.com Ao © OE 


GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


DESIGN INSIGHT 


LEADING 
THE WAY 


Andy Sturgeon creates flow through a sloping 
plot using steps and gently curving paths to 
link functional areas to the wooded boundary 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS 
PHOTOGRAPHS RACHEL WARNE 


The brief 


When designer Andy Sturgeon was approached by the owners 
of this country house, he met with a typical scenario: having 
renovated their house, the clients had turned their thoughts 

to the garden. Much of the two-and-a-half-acre plot slopes 
steeply away from the house and in order to create a useable, 
flat area at the back, the clients had asked a local builder to lay 
an enormous terrace. They had quickly realised that this wasn’t 
working, however — not least because there was a 1.1m drop 

on to the lawn in some places. “I knew I'd have to convince the 
clients to rip up a good chunk of what they had just installed,” 
says Andy. Fortunately, the clients agreed, and their other 
requirements were straightforward: an area for outdoor cooking 
and spaces for children's play, plus lots of seasonal interest. Keen 
gardeners, they were happy to maintain the garden themselves. 


The design 


Andy kept the terrace, but lowered the central section to make 

a seating area around a Corten-steel firepit, and created an 

outdoor kitchen and dining area. Deep planting beds in and around 
the terrace marry the house to the garden, softening the hard 
landscaping and creating a feeling of privacy. To the west, a formal 
lawn flows into a wildflower meadow, studded with topiary, with 

a vegetable garden at the end. To the east, a grassed amphitheatre 
softens the steep slope down to a second firepit and the woodland 
beyond. Some trees were removed from the woodland to frame 
and open up the views. In addition, Andy also carried out work 

at the front of the house, to separate the parking area from the 
main garden and to create a sense of arrival. There is now anew 
arrival court, bounded by beech hedges, plus a new timber-clad 
outbuilding and a small garden leading to the front door. More work 
is planned on the garden, to be carried out in three phases. A timber 
boardwalk leads into the woodland area, where two new ponds (one 
to be aswimming pond) will be formed in the slope using clay from 
the site, alongside a timber sauna and hot tub. Andy will also work 
on the planting around a new garage and guest house. 


Turn the page to discover more design ideas [> 


Left Before Andy arrived, the clients had already installed a vast 
terrace. Andy reused the stone and created a sunken area around a 
firepit, plus a kitchen and dining area. Generous beds soften the 
area and marry the house and terrace with the garden beyond. 
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1 Water feature 
2 Terrace 
3 Planting beds 


4 Outdoor kitchen 
and dining area 


5 Firepit 
6 Lawn and meadow 
7 Grass amphitheatre 
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The terrace and firepit 


At 141 square metres the existing terrace was vast, 
with steep drops in some places at the edges. “It was like 
a vast plinth and acted as a barrier between the house 
and garden,” explains Andy. “It certainly wasn't safe with 
children around.” 

Indian limestone would not have been Andy’s first 
choice of stone for a terrace, because of its high carbon 
footprint. “But it made absolute sense to keep it here, 
in terms of cost and sustainability,” he says. 

He opted to reduce the overall size of the terrace by 
25 per cent, and lowered the central section, creating steps 
down to a sunken area and firepit. Further steps then continue 
to the lawn. “Doing this has opened the space up and created 
flow. It also means that when you sit around the fire, you 
feel hunkered down.” Timber already on the site was used 
to create the bespoke bench seating area. 


Outdoor kitchen and dining area 


Andy built and outdoor kitchen area next to the firepit 
area, complete with a pizza oven and a Big Green Egg 
barbecue. He positioned the kitchen area so that whoever 
is cooking can face their guests, and the work surfaces 
and storage areas are hidden by timber cladding when 
viewed from the house. The clients’ dining table sits in 
front. The whole area is situated conveniently close to 

the house and indoor kitchen, as well as the sunken area, 
creating what Andy calls a ‘social hub. 


DESIGN INSIGHT 


“4 : : “Outdoor kitchen 


Planting beds 


Andy brought the planting right up to the house by adding 
several generous beds around it, anchoring it and softening the 
hard edges. The beds are between 1m and 1.5m deep and allow 
plenty of space for plants to spill over. There is also another deep 
bed behind the bench around the firepit: “People typically like 
to sit with their back to something. The area would have felt 

too exposed without it” A generous border also wraps around 
the terrace, uniting the house with the garden beyond and 
disguising a slight change in level between the two. 

Andy describes the planting style as “contemporary country 
garden’, weaving together traditional country garden plants and 
hard-working perennials with some more unusual candidates. 
“There is some shrubby, clipped structure around the house, 
but it’s not too formal, as it's a rural setting” Shrubs include 
Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosum “Mariesii, V. rhytidophyllum, 
V. sargentii ‘Onondaga, Euonymus alatus, Cotinus coggygria, 
Osmanthus x fortunei, Philadelphus ‘Manteau d’Hermine’ and 
Daphne x transatlantica Eternal Fragrance (= ‘Blafra’). Mahonia 
eurybracteata subsp. ganpinensis ‘Soft Caress, Staphylea colchica 
and Halesia carolina Vestita Group provide a more modern 
twist. Multi-stemmed Amelanchier x lamarckii were added for 
their value to wildlife and Parrotia persica gives autumn colour, 
echoing the colours of the woodland at the bottom of the garden. 

The shrubs provide a framework for the hard-working 
perennials, chosen to provide seasonal interest and lots of colour 
over a long period. In the terrace beds, these include Paeonia 
‘Starlight, Foeniculum vulgare, Geranium Patricia (= “Brempat’), 
Salvia x sylvestris ‘Mainacht, and Hakonechloa macra (chosen [> 
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Lawn and meadow 


> partly for their autumn colour) plus Polystichum setiferum 
and Libertia chilensis for evergreen interest. 

The generous border around the terrace chimes with the 
planting in the beds and is home to Epimedium x versicolor 
‘Sulphureum, Euphorbia palustris, Hemerocallis ‘Stafford, Helenium 
‘Moerheim Beauty, Salvia officinalis ‘Purpurascens, Eupatorium 
maculatum (Atropurpureum Group) ‘Purple Bush, Veronicastrum 
‘Adoration, Amsonia hubrichtii, Baptisia australis, Persicaria 
amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’ and Symphyotrichum ‘Little Carlow: 
Grasses, such as Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus and Stipa 
gigantea, and Verbena bonariensis provide an airy, veiling effect. 


Lawn and meadow 


To the west of the house, a formal, U-shaped lawn is fringed by 

a wildflower meadow studded with domes of 13 beehive topiary 
yews of different sizes (from 1.5m to 2.5m high). Their organic 
shapes allow the more formal lawn to blend into its wilder fringes, 
and when the meadow has been cut down in late July, the topiary 
holds its own. “The boundary of the garden lies just beyond the 
lawn, but the idea is that you can't really see it,’ says Andy. The seed 
mix used was Emorsgate EM3, composed of 20 per cent native 
wildflowers and 80 per cent slow-growing grasses, with poppies 
and cornflowers growing through. At the bottom of the lawn lies 
a vegetable garden and greenhouse. 


Water trough 


In a corner of the terrace, by a secluded seating area, a Corten- 
steel water trough is set against the backdrop of a beautiful old 


wall. It is planted with a dwarf waterlily, and raised so that it 
can be enjoyed from a window seat in the house. “It’s on the 
road side of the garden and although it’s not busy, the water 
chute helps mask the sound of any passing cars. Because 

it’s in a corner, the sound bounces off the walls.” 


Grassed amphitheatre 


A grassed amphitheatre links the upper garden to the woodland 
below. “It wasn’t meant to be a grand device, because it's not a 
grand house,’ explains Andy. “It was more about sculpting the 
land to make gentle, curvaceous routes down to the woodland on 
what was a steep and unnavigable slope. It was quite complicated 
and required creativity with the digger to make it work; there 
were a lot of tree roots we had to work around, too.” A woodland 
seed mix was sown into the banks to give it a less formal feel. 


Borrowed landscape 


Over several stages, selected trees were removed to open 

and frame views over the countryside, while preserving the 
woodland atmosphere of the garden. “I always remove trees 

in phases, so that we don’t make any terrible mistakes. It also 
helps the clients to see the benefits,’ explains Andy. “We weren't 
faced with any difficult decisions - we took out some fairly 
low-quality trees, including ash, which is currently prone to 
ash dieback.” Some stately oaks, once hidden among their 
neighbours, have now been revealed in their full glory. 


Find out more about Andy's work atlandysturgeon.com 
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Arthur Jack 
& Co. 


GALVANISED STEEL 


Garden Planters | Obelisks 
Water Butts | Window Boxes | Water Features 


www.arthurjack.co.uk 
01905 778351 | sales@arthurjack.co.uk 


Freya 
6 Seater 
Dining Set 
\ RRP £599 


AVAILABLE FROM GARDEN CENTRES & ONLINE RETAILERS. visit THE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 


GARDEN FURNITURE | OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING | GROW YOUR OWN 
ARBOURS | PLANTERS | TRELLIS | FENCING & MORE.. 


SCAN TO SEE RANGE 


www.zestoutdoorliving.co.uk Bioiin  ¥ © 


DESIGN 
SOURCEBOOK 


Obelisks 


Add height to beds and borders using one of these tall supports 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


DECORATIVE DELIGHT GALVANISED STEEL PRACTICAL SUPPORT 


Charlbury Obelisk Plant Support Set, Obelisk (small), Salisbury Obelisk, 
£180, Garden Trading, £545, Arthur Jack, £109.95, Sarah Raven, 
01993 845559,/gardentrading.co.uk 01905 778351] arthurjack.co.uk 0345 092 0283, Sarahraven.com 


. " ~ 


DELICATE DETAIL ADDED VALUE MATT BLACK 


Fleur de Lys Obelisk, rust, Sweet Pea Obelisk with Bird Bowl, Harrod Steel Round Obelisk, 
£39.99, RHS Plants, £64.99, Crocus, £255, Harrod Horticultural, 
01344 578822 Irhsplants.co.uk 01344 578000] crocus.co.uk| 0333 400 1500|harrodhorticultural.com 


Discover a wider 
range of obelisks 
by scanning 

this QR code 

with your phone 
camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated, 
icom/obelisks| 


CLASSIC PINE WOVEN WONDERS BUILT TO LAST 


Woodland Obelisk, Rustic Willow Garden Obelisks, set of 2, Cotswold Obelisks, 
£39.99, Waitrose Garden, £36.99, Selections, From £445, Muntons Traditional Plant Supports, 
01344 578800] waitrosegarden.com 01258 837970,|selections.com 01285 706511{muntons.net 
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GARDENS HOW IT WORKS 


ILLUSTRATED Browse 
Take a look at some of our latest 


fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 


Redeem 

Follow the link provided in each 
offer and apply the offer code when 
placing your order. 


We've highlighted two fantastic offers from the Find even more 
Go togardensfustrated com oT 


Gardens Illustrated Reader Rewards scheme this to find the full range of discounts, deals 
month, with lots more available online 


and competitions available to you. 


Create \cademy 


EXPAND YOUR GARDENING KNOWLEDGE THIS YEAR 

Create Academy is ona mission to make learning a joy. Through beautiful video courses, 
it gives unprecedented access to the expertise of today's leading figures in gardening, 
food and home. New this spring are courses from acclaimed horticulturist and garden 
designer Dan Pearson OBE and celebrated fruit and vegetable grower Jane Scotter. In 
‘How to Grow Exceptional Produce’ Jane shares her knowledge about the growing year, 
teaching you about the core principles of organics and biodynamics so you can plan 
your plot to meet your needs. Dan's course, ‘An Expert Guide to Planting Design’ shows 
you how to create beautiful, sustainable and naturalistic planting schemes — in any sized 
space — that will harmonise with the landscape and thrive in the local environment. 


Use code GARDENS20 when booking your course at 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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HATTINGLEY 
VALLEY 


SAMPLE THE BEST OF ENGLISH WINE 


From its winery in Hampshire, Hattingley modern and innovative approach to Scan here 
Valley makes award-winning wines that winemaking. The best way to sample both to take a look 
showcase the best of English grapes. This still and sparkling Hattingley wines is with at the website 
family-owned company was established its range case of six bestsellers, which is 


in 2008 and specialises in premium, available to readers for just £150 — saving 
award-winning sparkling and still English you £25 on the RRP. 
wines. With more than 25 acres of vines 


across two well-situated sites, as well as Visit|hattingleyvalley.com/collections/ 
a full wine analysis laboratory on-site, cases/products/hattingley-range-case-1 
Hattingley is known for its refreshingly and use code GI25 at checkout 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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Gtech always Performs — The System 


The Gtech AirRam is cordless and charging takes just 4 hours. surfaces and much more. 

effortlessly glides from carpets tohard Once you've parked the prestigious Both products have brilliant LED 
floors with no settings to change, AirRAM you can tackle the stairs, headlights, so no dirt is safe. 
collecting dust and dirt. When you're sofa, corners, and car with the Gtech Experience a new era of easy cleaning 
finished simply slide the dirt into the Multi. Complete with tools no task with the Gtech System. 

bin. Given how speedy and easy is too taxing. Multi has a powerful 

itis to use, AirRAM’s 40 minutes’ brush to remove pet hair, tools to reach 

cleaning time may seem endless, but into crevices, soft brush for delicate Includes Car Accessory Kit 


1 PbdaS: 


Was £449-98 


Now £249.98 
Use code TD47 


SAVE 


£ 200 Kit includes flexible crevice tool, small 
upholstery tool and soft dusting brush in 

+ Free next day storage bag, to clean tricky areas in your 
delivery > home and car. 


With the crevice tool stored 
in the Multi’s handle, it’s 
there when you need it. 


The AirRAM's low 
profile handle allows 
you to reach under 
furniture, while the 
Multi offers a handheld 
cleaning solution for 
upholstery and stairs. 


The AirRAM‘s built-in comb keeps the | 
brush bar clean, so hair and dust go | Powered by 22V lithium-ion batteries, 

straight into the bin, keeping your _ the AirRAM and Multi have a combined 
runtime of up to 60 minutes. 


vacuum performing at its best. 


The AirRAM efficiently compresses 
dirt and hair as you vacuum. All you 
need to do is remove the bin and 

empty it with a simple slide. 


Nick Grey 
Inventor, owner of Gtech 
“The AirRAM and Multi are 
perfect partners. Together, 
they form a lightweight 
combination, built to tackle 
the whole home, car, 
and beyond... ” 


Both vacuums feature LED lights, illuminating the 
way as you clean and exposing any dust you've 
missed, for a strikingly thorough clean. 


The AirRAM uses our patented AirLOC 
Technology, combined with a powered 
rotating brush bar, effortlessly picking up 
debris as you push forwards, and locking on 
the backs. 


] * Trustpilot 
Can’t fault our new cleaners, they pick up better than any cleaner we've ever owned. , im F 
Really easy to use, gets into every corner and is so easy to clean and empty. LK | 


Ve lightweight, which is i ive. ut highl hl!!! Gtech’s Trustpilot rating is 
pete weignt, wnicn Is Impressive Can’t recommend Ignly enoug! 47 tots 


after 110K reviews 


Order now at Se AWW sea eo UR 
callO800 030 81 28 or scan the QR code: 


DOW NTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword and Alice Vincent 


> 


=< SRoots, reviewed on page 112. 
Ae 
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READYHEDGE 


CALL US / 01386 750 585 


Ready to Plant Hedging 


Readyhedge is widely known for providing a reliable and 
efficient service. All our hedging is container grown in 
the UK and fully acclimatised to the UK climate. Hedging 
can be bent to conform to any desired design, and once 
on-site it can be planted easily by one or two people. 
Readyhedge plants come with many benefits unlike 
fences and walls, they have the natural ability to reduce 
surrounding noise, capture current pollution and provide 
food and shelter for wildlife. 


We can deliver anywhere in the UK and usually turn 


around orders after 48 hours, so you won't have to 
wait long after putting your order in. 


A HEDGE 


ABOVE 
THE REST READYHEDGELTD.COM 


andrew@readyhedgeltd.com 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Sarah ja\\e4 


f 
Raven We 


A YEAR FULL OF VEG: 

A HARVEST FOR ALL SEASONS 
by Sarah Raven, photographs by 
Jonathan Buckley 


Bloomsbury, £27 
ISBN 978-1526639349 


A comprehensive and inspiring guide to growing 


your own, by a writer with their hands in both 
the soil and the kitchen sink. 


Reviewer Aaron Bertelsen is a vegetable gardener and author. 


Sarah Raven is well known for 
her love of flowers, eye-popping 
colour combinations and an 
abundant cutting garden, but 
she is also a skilled vegetable 
gardener and a great cook. 

In this book she shares the 
learnings from more than 30 
years of growing, as she puts it, 
‘for abundance, flavour and ease’ 

Her approach is practical - 
there are pages of useful 
guidance on essential veg- 
garden skills, from seed sowing 
to composting. Sections on pest 
control and disease prevention 
emphasise natural methods - I 
look forward to trying her 
chive remedy for mildewed 
courgette plants - and the need 
for good garden hygiene. While 
we differ on the question of 
digging — I say yes, Raven says 
no - we are united in the belief 
that the best produce starts with 
the healthiest soil. 

She is also pragmatic. This 
book really does set out to make 
growing your own a realistic 
prospect for everyone, however 
short on space and time. There 
are great tips for maximising 
productivity, with plenty of 


cut-and-come again crops that 
keep on giving throughout the 
season. Recommended varieties 
have been rigorously trialled 

for taste, performance and 

ease of cultivation — there 

is nothing here that takes 

up too much room, or requires 
a lot of mollycoddling. 

I particularly like the idea of 
dividing the growing year into 
two rather than the traditional 
four seasons. This makes a lot 
of sense, given how the climate 
is changing and that many 
crops will do well sown at 
a range of different times. 

I also like the idea of growing 
the ‘unbuyables’ - those crops 
you love that are difficult to 

find in the shops. For me, the 
king of these is the borlotti 

bean. So delicious, and such a 
pop of glamour in the garden. 

The book is gorgeous to look 
at too, with Jonathan Buckley’s 
sumptuous photos offering both 
education and inspiration, and 
really bringing to life the 
message of this book: that 
growing your own can and 
should be a pleasure, and one 
in which we can all share. 


THE STORY OF FLOWERS 

AND HOW THEY CHANGED 

THE WAY WE LIVE 

by Noel Kingsbury, illustrations by 
Charlotte Day 


Laurence King, £25 
ISBN 978-0857829207 


An absorbing history of 100 flowering plants and 


how they came into cultivation, with an emphasis 


on those from cool, temperate climates. 


Reviewer Matthew Biggs is a plant expert and garden writer. 


Flowers fill our gardens with 
beauty, but it is only their 
backstory that reveals in full 
their character, and the history 
and adventures that brought 
them into cultivation. Grouped 
in approximate historical order 
from BCE to the present day, 
and then alphabetically, 
Kingsbury tells the fascinating, 
often curious stories of 100 
plants from around the globe, 
revealing the evolution of our 
relationship with familiar 
garden plants, including crown 
imperials, Japanese cherries 
and clematis. There is also the 
added spice of ‘exotics, notably 
oleander, zinnia and gerbera. 
Every paragraph is filled 
with detail about each chosen 
plant, including its origins, 
culinary uses and mentions 
in literature, horticulture, 
ethnobotany, myths, history 
and religion. You will discover 
which flower was painted on 
the wall of the Minoan Palace 
at Knossos, which was used 
by the Romans for making 
wreaths and which was named 
for an Oxford pharmacist, 
famous for his hangover cures. 


Charlotte Day’s beautifully 
detailed illustrations are the 
perfect complement to the 
text, with smaller pen-and-ink 
drawings under each pithy 
heading providing a concise 
summary of each story, along 
with single illustrations 
showing botanical detail, 
such as the individual flowers 
of a poinsettia, the fibrous 
coat on the corm of a freesia 
and the hairs on the pod of 
a sweet pea. 

This is the ideal book to 
dip into whenever you have 
a spare moment. By the end 
you will have more than 
enough fascinating facts for 
dinner party conversations or 
horticultural society quizzes. 

It is a book with broad 
appeal, especially for lovers 
of art and plants, and would 
make a welcome gift. It would 
also be of considerable benefit 
to students of horticulture and 
botany and a ‘must have’ for 
anyone who is a guide at public 
gardens or with an interest in 
the influence of plants, and the 
ongoing relationship between 
people and flowers. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Alice Vincent 


WHY WOMEN GROW: STORIES OF 
SOIL, SISTERHOOD AND SURVIVAL 
by Alice Vincent 


Canongate, £16.99 
ISBN 978-1838855437 


Alice Vincent weaves her own gardening journey 


through womens narratives of change, connection 


and how we move into new ways of living. 


Reviewer Charlotte Harris is a garden designer. 


We all carry our own stories of 
what has drawn us to plants, to 
being closer to nature. My 
earliest memories are in our 
small garden with my mother, 
a single parent with a full-time 
job, and the garden as her 
tonic. It was the loss of her in 
my early twenties that fuelled 
my return to gardening after an 
adolescent absence. So it was 
with interest I opened the pages 
of Alice Vincent's follow-up 
book to Rootbound, her 
memoir of self-discovery and 
plants following her heartbreak 
and recovery. Why Women 
Grow is another journey from 
within; indeed perhaps the next 
chapter of that journey, as she 
contemplates how her life is 
changing — in love and with a 
new home, with marriage and 
motherhood on the horizon. 

In calibrating these 
developments in her own 
identity and the fear of losing 
herself, Vincent is drawn to 
interviewing women who 
nurture garden spaces, to 
understand her place in the 
world, and her relationship 
with her own garden. 


These are powerful and 
intimate tales of migration, 
recovery, identity, motherhood, 
loss and grief, set within 
growing spaces that are shared, 
private, public and institutional. 
The courage it takes for women 
to break ground both literally 
and figuratively, to make spaces 
on their own terms, is a strand 
that weaves through the book. 

The conversations Vincent 
has with these women are 
thought-provoking; reader 
joins writer in being prompted 
to see things differently. A 
section on the late Bloomsbury 
group artist Vanessa Bell and 
her garden at Charleston in 
East Sussex was perhaps the 
only part of the book that felt 
gently disconnected from the 
eloquent exchanges with 
women in their garden spaces. 

‘These are narratives of 
tenacity, perseverance and 
transformation. The stories 
of why women grow are 
intersectional and political, 
with a refreshing interrogation 
of the privilege of having 
access to a garden as well as 
the opportunity to garden. 
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How to garden while 
doing next to nothing 


TO STAND AND STARE: 
HOW TO GARDEN WHILE 
DOING NEXT TO NOTHING 
by Andrew Timothy O'Brien 


Dorling Kindersley, £16.99 
ISBN 978-0241544013 


Written by one who dares to think differently, this 
is a highly original and compelling exploration of 


the relationship between garden and gardener. 


Reviewer Lia Leendertz is a garden writer. 


Anthony Timothy O’Brien is 
a blogger and podcaster who 
has made his name online 
through thoughtful gardening 
musings and gorgeously 
moody photographs. A chance 
to hone your writing style 
away from the mainstream 

is never a bad thing, and 

in this case it has allowed 
O’Brien the chance to 

develop a unique voice. 

This, his first book, feels fresh 
and gently radical. The central 
argument is the promotion of 
a low-intervention, highly 
thoughtful way of gardening 
that aims to create a beautiful 
place while also relieving the 
gardener of the guilt and (some 
of the) effort associated with 
gardening. His writing - a 
loosely linked collection of 
essays — is poetic, entertaining 
and hugely persuasive. I have 
rarely felt such kinship with 
the gardening I have found in 
books. It made me think, 

‘Yes, that is how I feel when 
I'm gardening. 

The garden O’Brien writes 
of feels exciting and dynamic, 
in constant growth and 


impossible to ever catch up 
with, an absolute product of 
nature and very happy to go 
about its own business 
without any interference from 
us at all. Within it he places 
the gardener, with all of their 
foibles, weaknesses, memories, 
hopes and dreams. This is 

a book about this relationship, 
and how beautiful that 
compromise between wild 
and irrepressible nature and 
creative human can be. This 

is not gardening that seeks 
any kind of real mastery 

over its dominion, but rather 
gardening as ‘holding the 
land at a tipping point, 

a recognition that we are only 
vaguely in charge, and a call 
to consider where we place 
ourselves on the spectrum of 
control freak to rewilder. 
What is really the basis of all 
of this is mindfulness, and a 
way for our gardens to 
nourish us as much as we 
nourish them. It is a manifesto 
for a new way of looking at 
your garden, perfect for this 
moment in time, and very 
appealing indeed. 


ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2023 — beg July 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3. | 5pm, over three terms) 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January — March 2024 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 19, 20, 26, 27 April 2023 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 
lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 
Rosemary Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 


Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


Chelsea Physic Garden 


Spring Open Day 


FREE entry - Saturday 22 April 


Est.1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS Book tickets: 


ef Garden Artefacts chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


Tel. 01773 550495 years of plant science 


AMERICAN ROOTS: 
LESSONS AND 
INSPIRATION FROM THE 
DESIGNERS REIMAGINING 
OUR HOME GARDENS 

by Nick McCullough, 

Allison McCullough and 
Teresa Woodard 


Timber Press, £30 
ISBN 978-1643261164 


Time to forget all about the picket fence. 
A truly inspirational American road trip 


discovering designers’ home gardens. 


Reviewer Annie Guilfoyle is a garden designer. 


In his introduction Nick 
McCullough writes: ‘I knew 
the stereotypes — cookie-cutter 
suburban landscapes, perfectly 
mown lawns, annual-lined 
walkways and white picket 
fences. I suspect this is what 
most people have in their mind’s 
eye when thinking of American 
gardens. But McCullough 
knew from his extensive travels 
across the country that there is 
much more on offer than 
picket fences, and that was the 
genesis of this book. 

Curated by McCullough, 
designed by his wife Allison 
and written by their friend 
Teresa Woodard, the 
collaborators travelled the 
length and breadth of the 
USA discovering remarkable 
gardens. The gardens all have 
one thing in common - they 
have been created by designers 
and gardeners for their 
own homes. 

The journey starts close to 
home with the McCulloughs’ 
contemporary farmhouse 
garden in the Midwest. If one 
thing unites the gardens in this 
region, it has to be the bold, 
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pioneering spirit when it 
comes to planting design. 
Jeff Epping for example, 
horticultural director at the 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens in 
Wisconsin, took a radical 
approach by digging up his 
front ‘yard’ and creating a 
wildlife-friendly gravel garden, 
much to the bewilderment of 
his neighbours. 

Next is the East Coast 
selection, featuring Dan 
Benarcik and Peggy Anne 
Montgomery’s garden, a perfect 
blend of ingenious planting, 
functionality and an enormous 
sense of fun. Heading south, 
we see a subtle shift into richly 
textured foliage, exotic flowers 
and native trees. Finally, we 
go west, with breathtaking 
gardens, large and small, that 
are utterly inspiring. 

This is a beautiful book, 
rich with ideas from each 
garden maker, including lists 
of their favourite plants, thrifty 
garden secrets, ‘take-away 
lessons’ that range from 
photographing your garden 
to repurposing in the garden. 

I urge you to read and enjoy it. 
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More new releases, including an analysis of the science behind 
gardening and a study of the role of colour in landscape design. 
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DESIGNING, PLANTING AND 
USING A THERAPEUTIC GARDEN 
by Sue Jeffries 

The Crowood Press, £19.99 

ISBN 978-0719841514 

A practical guide to creating 

a successful therapeutic garden 
space, working from scratch or 
with an existing site. 


GHOSTS IN THE HEDGEROW: 
A HEDGEHOG WHODUNNIT 

by Tom Moorhouse 

Doubleday, £16.99 

ISBN 978-0857528445 

Who or what is responsible 

the decline of our favourite 
mammal? A conservation 
scientist examines the evidence. 


SOWHOW 

by Paul Matson and 

Lucy Anna Scott 

Pavilion Books, £12.99 

ISBN 978-1911670339 
No-nonsense advice on 30 easy- 
to-grow vegetables, plus ideas 
for herbs, edible flowers and 
cultivating a cocktail garden. 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN IN 

COLOR: HISTORY, THEORY, AND 
PRACTICE 1750 TO TODAY 

by Mira Engler 

Taylor & Francis, £120 

ISBN 978-1138343955 

A study of colour and its impact on 
Western landscape architecture 
over the past three centuries. 


THE SCIENCE OF GARDENING 

by Dr Stu Farrimond 

Dorling Kindersley, £20 

ISBN 978-0241559253 

Daunted by the plethora of advice 
in gardening manuals, Dr Stu 
Farrimond has set about testing 
the scientific basis for conventional 
gardening wisdom and practice. 


Garden Antiques 


www.]|sgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


Poddy 
& Black 


Natural Rubber Garden Shoes 


(ea. a 


Fabulously floral, seriously comfortable, 
totally waterproof 
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Our unique cladding system: 
¢ Diffuses light to protect your plants 
e Retains heat, reducing your costs 
e¢ Can be walked on (please dont try this at home !) 
¢ Withstands all weathers for decades 


Supported by structural steel frame 


wit structural steel frame and s 
Get 10 years peace of mind with Keder 


Keder Greenhouse Limited 

Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 
Phone: 01386 49094 _ email: sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
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GARDEN TRAILERS & GRASS CARE 


SCH manufacture a vast selection of robust trailers, carts and 
grass care systems, all sized specifically for gardens. 


SCH 


(SUPPLIES) LIMITED 


Contact us today for a FREE brochure 
featuring over 200 British products, or 
visit our website to find out more. 


01473 328272 ° SALES@SCHSUPPLIES.CO.UK * WWW.SCHSUPPLIES.CO.UK 
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Join Gardens Illustrated for the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2023 


With show gardens from Cleve West, Tom Massey, Sarah Price, Chris 
Beardshaw and others, Chelsea 2023 is gearing up to be another great show 
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Don't miss all the news, opinion, features, competitions, offers and more, direct from the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2023 by signing up to Gardens Illustrated's daily digest Chelsea newsletter. 
We'll bring you all of our dedicated Chelsea coverage, including designer insights, trends, 
news on the latest products and stunning images, each day of the show, straight to your inbox. 


gardensillustrated.com/chelsea/chelsea-newsletter 


Stay up to date with all things Chelsea by heading to our hub page, where 
you ll find all the latest announcements, ticket information and lots more. 


gardensillustrated.com/chelsea-flower-show 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens to visit 


As spring begins, make time to visit this collection of glorious gardens 


en Bee 14 
MORTON HALL 
Morton Hall Gardens’ popular Tulip Festival returns 29 April to 1 May, in pe 
conjunction with the Royal Shakespeare Company and Bloms Bulbs. Stunning 


tulips in exciting planting combinations, cut flower show with expert advice 
from Bloms, and display of colourful costumes. Pre-booking required. 
Worcestershire B96 6SJ | 01386 791820 | 


HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS DUBLIN GARDEN TRAIL 

Be dazzled by the bright sight of 70,000 daffodils and find out more 16 of the most celebrated private gardens in Dublin invite you to explore! 
about the cheery spring bloom from master daffodil grower Johnny Walkers, Expect expert plants-people, extensive botanical collections and gardens rich 
winner of 35 RHS gold medals, who will be giving free tours (13-17 March). in design and art. From large demesnes to urban gems. For group tours and 
Admission fees apply. independent travellers. 


Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG | 01732 865224 +353 87 9724271 ||dublingardens.com]|\dublingardengroup@gmail.com 


KINGSTON BAGPUIZE HOUSE DENMANS GARDEN 


The garden and parkland of this lovely family home are open on selected Created by Joyce Robinson, a pioneer in gravel gardening, and former home 
dates from March to October. On Sunday 28 May we host the Rare Plant Fair. of landscape designer, John Brookes MBE, Denmans is an award-winning Grade II, 
Please see website for all details. Teas available. RHS Partner renowned for its curvilinear layout. Colour, unusual plants, 


structure and fragrance year-round. Midpines Café, shop and plant centre. 


Nr Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX13 5AX | 01865 820259 |[kbhevents.uk Fontwell, Nr. Arundel BN18 OSU | 01243 278950 |[denmans.org| 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired with the best plant and bulb suppliers 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 


Illustrations: Kassiia Sergacheva/Getty 


Specialist nursery growing hardy 
trees, shrubs and climbers 
including a huge selection of 
unusual species and cultivars. 
Informative website with plenty 
of plant photos and a reliable 
mail-order service is available. 
Surrounded by a beautiful 
nine-acre woodland garden (an 
RHS partner garden), which is 
open to visitors all year round. 


[Buebetinarserycom 01530 413700 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


A plantsman’s paradise and an 
independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands open seven days 
a week. We specialise in hellebores, 
hardy cyclamen, salvias, hepaticas, 
lewisias, hydrangeas, dwarf 
conifers, snowdrops, primula 
auricula and many more beautiful 
plants. Our UK mail order service 
sends plants, garden essentials and 
gifts direct to your doorstep. 

John’s Garden is open every 
Saturday for charity. Please visit 
our website for full details. 


[ashwoodnurseries.com| 01384 401996 


BEETHAM NURSERIES 


Beetham Nurseries is a family- 
owned, independent Garden 
Centre and Growing Nursery on 
the A6 in south Cumbria, just four 
miles from the M6 motorway. 
Established in 1984, we are proud 
to offer our customers something 
different and unique. The Growing 
Nursery is a traditional retail plant 
nursery where you will find 
thousands of herbaceous 
perennials; they will always be 
interesting and grown by us here 
at Beetham Nurseries. 


| beethamnurseries.co.uk] 015395 63630 


BUNKERS HILL PLANT NURSERY 


A family-run plant nursery near 
Woodstock in Oxfordshire, with an 
old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. In autumn and winter we 
specialise in bareroot stock of roses, 
soft fruit, fruit trees, ornamental 
trees, hedging, pleached trees and 
rootball plants. Then in the spring 
and summer the nursery is 
bursting with a huge selection of 
perennials and shrubs with an 
assortment of rare or unusual 
plants. We are also pleased to send 
bulbs and roses nationwide. 


bunkershillgardenshop.co.ukj| 01869 331492 


LANGTHORNS PLANTERY 


With an eye for the unusual and a 
vast range of plants of all sizes, 
the team at Langthorns Plantery 
are on hand to help you choose 
the right plants for your garden. 
Our collection of more than 5,000 
varieties includes ornamental and 
fruit trees, shrubs, perennials, 
roses, climbers, bamboos, grasses, 
herbs and wildflowers. View 
online or visit our Plantery and 
share our passion for plants. 


[langthorns.com|] 01371 872611 
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Spring inspiration 


From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade pots and practical 
accessories, we can help to make your spring garden special 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE 


Our 2023 Handmade Garden 
Collections Catalogue is now 
available, featuring an extensive 
collection of verdigris patinated 
copper planters, forged-iron 
garden furniture, natural stone, 
age-patinated artificial stone and 
lead garden ornament. Please 
contact us for a catalogue. 


01386 584414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


Meet Zarafa and Zoe, our 
elegant pair of Giraffes. The 
Giraffes sculpture is made from 
5mm thick steel, hand finished 
with a rust patina finish. The 
world's tallest mammal can 
grow to 5.3m tall. Our sculpture 
stands at a more modest 1.43m 
tall to the ossicones! Available as 
a pair or individually. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


PLANT BELLES 


A unique range of handmade 
plant supports. Plant Belles are 
available in 9 different shapes 

and sizes, elegantly crafted from 
quality steel wire with rusted 
finish. The grow-through Belle 
frames, offer support in the 
borders for needy perennials, very 
popular for peonies and dahlias. 


01363 84514 
plantbelles.co.u 


RUTH MOILLIET 
SCULPTURE 


Ruth Moilliet Sculpture produces 
highly finished sculptures 
inspired by the plant kingdom. 
Clients can choose from an 
existing portfolio or commission 
a bespoke artwork. For smaller 
works follow the purchase link 
on the website. Featured artwork 
- Allium Schubertii - mirror- 
polished stainless steel. 


Sculpture@ruthmoilliet.com 
ruthmoilliet.com 


WONDERLAND 
BOUTIQUE 


A pure silk scarf is a perfect gift. 

The Silk Scarf shown is £39 with 

free gift wrapping and p&p. Visit 
to view their stunning collection 
of silk scarves and clothing. 


01263 732643 


wonderlandboutique.com 


BACKDOORSHOES 


A must have for every gardener! 
Backdoorshoes garden clogs 

are lightweight, waterproof and 
durable. Perfect to slip on and nip 
out to the garden, put out the bins 
or walk the dogs. With over 30 
different designs suitable for men 
or ladies to include Daisy, Chillis, 
Grass and Berries (as shown) to 
name a few. UK sizes 3-14. 

Quote GIMARCH23 for 15% off. 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uki 


OMES 
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Stylish & sustainable - the magazine 
for living with old and new 


SAVE 


50% 


when you 
subscribe* 


the shop price 
ust £2.49 a month 
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ble antiques 


Visit |buysubscriptions.com/HAH23 
Or call 0333 016 2117 and quote HAH23 


*50% saving is only available to UK residents paying by monthly Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. UK calls 
will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if 
offered by your phone tariff). Outside free call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are 
open Mon to Fri 8am-dpm and Sat Yam-Ipm. Offer ends 31st December 2023. 
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APRIL 


- The best ranunculus to grow for garden 
colour and for cut flowers 


+ Spring blossom and crafted log piles give 
asmall city garden a charming appeal 


- Tulips bring seasonal glamour to a characterful 
Cotswold garden 


- A Flemish-style garden inspired by Renaissance paintings 
- Expert guide to flowers you can sow where they grow 
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JASON ING 


ON SALE 4 APRIL 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 34. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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COUTURE CLASH 


Practicality nearly always trumps fashion in our gardening wardrobes, but Alice Vincent 


feels the need to make room for some workwear chic... and even a pair of Crocs 


t was over a glass of wine, ona scorching 
day at Helmingham Hall, that I realised 
Id been caught out. “You wear Crocs, 
don't you?” asked Carly Eck, the 
effortlessly chic fashion historian who 
was doing a talk the next day, as part of the 
Garden Museum Literary Festival. She'd been 
researching gardening clothes. Seemingly, my 
too-big, grey plastic shoes had crept into my 
Instagram stories more often than Id realised. 


At first, I didn’t want to let the Crocs in the 
house, knowing they were a slippery slope 
towards a sartorial nadir. A hand-me-down 
from my brother-in-law, they sat by the back 
door as I stubbornly put on ankle-length 
Hunters to go out in the garden. One fateful 
day I realised it was just easier to slip them on, 
and now the neighbours are treated to the 
sight of me in a variety of dressing gowns (a 
flamboyant Desmond & Dempsey number 
when it's warm; towelling when it’s not) and 
Crocs doing my morning flowerbed rounds. 


I'm not alone - in the nightwear, at least. As 
garden historian Advolly Richmond has 
pointed out in the Garden Museum's online 
series on gardening clothes, avid gardeners 
are guilty of not bothering with getting 
properly dressed when there are seedlings to 
be inspected, or pots to water. 
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ILLUSTRATION ALICE PATTULLO 


I've always loved learning what gardeners 
wear. To garden is to straddle creativity and 
labour; to do delicate, thoughtful work while 
wrestling with the elements or wading 
through anaerobic compost. Its as much a 
physical act as it is an artistic one. Clothes 
must be practical, ideally so they don't distract 
from the task in hand. But gardeners are often 
aesthetes, and often frugal. It’s interesting to 
see what happens when these things intersect. 


Monty Don famously despises jeans (‘they 
are absurd items of clothing; he wrote in 
2005), but Derek Jarman ‘loved’ working in 
them, and other vintage workwear — we have 
hung a photograph of his overalls hanging 
on the line and blown out by the Dungeness 
wind, in the hallway. Vita Sackville-West 
married in gold silk brocade but you’re more 
likely to see photographs of her ina pleasingly 
androgynous combination of blazer, button- 
down, plus fours and knee-high boots. 
Katharine S$ White, who reviewed seed 
catalogues for The New Yorker in the 1960s 
and 70s, wore Ferragamos and tweed suits. 
In her book Unearthed, grower Claire 
Ratinon explains that it was her partner who 
introduced her to Flexothane dairy-farmer 
trousers, now an outdoor-wear staple. Ask 
most gardeners and layers, pockets and 
patched-up cashmere are likely to come up. 


Traditionally, women have been worse off in 
the garden; having to keep up appearances for 
decades after gardening was finally considered 
an acceptable thing to do in the 19th century. 
In The Gentlewomans Book of Gardening, 
published in 1892, Edith L Chamberlain 
urged her readers to go for skirts that were not 
‘skimpy; to better enable stooping, as well as a 
boneless bodice and tight sleeves. Things are 
considerably better 230 years on, but it’s still 
far more difficult than it should be to find 
sensibly priced workwear for women. 


When I gardened on a balcony I mostly 
limited my wardrobe to a puffa jacket and 
wore pyjamas more often than I care to admit. 
Graduating to a garden has required more 
substantial attire. 'm in Monty’s anti-denim 
camp — they get filthy too easily and take too 
long to dry - and have flirted with some 
Carrier Company cotton drill trousers, which 
look chic. The fact I'm always finding bits of 
twine in my pockets suggests I garden in other 
clothes besides. The epiphany, though, came 
a couple of summers ago when I had my 
grandfather's overalls tailored to fit me with 
pockets in all the right places. Navy and well- 
worn in, they go over leggings, thermals and 
puffa jackets effortlessly, and lend just the 
right sense of occasion to proceedings. I am 
yet to find a replacement for the Crocs. 


Beatie al, 
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Visit one of our showsites to discover 
our range of premium garden 
buildings and luxury retreats. 


Matvern 


MALVERNGARDENBUILDINGS.CO.UK | WfQ@ Garden Buildings 


